
Our Mission: 
          To motivate to learn; to teach to think; to encourage to imagine, 
                         and to show the compassion to care globally 

 Newsletter 20th February 2017 
Start to the Year 
Congratulations to all our students and teachers for their incredibly smooth start to the year.  Foundation students have managed 
extremely well with their challenging start to the year in a huge open learning space.  As I walk around the college I see students 
busy working on challenging maths tasks or writing stories about their holidays.  Well done to all. 
 

College Council 
This year we will have 4 parent positions available on College Council and 2 Community member positions if the Council requires 
them.  The nominations close at 4pm today Monday, 20th February.  If a ballot is required the college community will be notified 
shortly after. 
 

Badge Ceremony for our School Captains and Leaders 2017 
The Mayor of Mornington Peninsula Shire, Councillor Bev Colomb will present the students with their badges at a special assembly 
on Friday, 10th March at 9.15am in the morning.  This is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate with our young leaders. 
 

Foundation Classrooms Update 
Our Foundation rooms had their carpet replaced last week. Unfortunately the heavy rain Sunday and overnight saw one of our 
Foundation classrooms and our Japanese room damaged again. We have plumbers and engineers designing plans to rectify the 
problem. Let us hope that the department approve the plans shortly and we no longer have to worry about our classrooms when we 
hear the rain overnight. Thank you again for your support through this challenging time.  
 
Could I also congratulate all our Foundation students for the way they coped with this difficult situation, and to all the Foundation 
teachers who have managed a challenging couple of weeks. 

 

Fundraising 
Families at BJC are incredibly generous with their support of our college.  Over the year you support all our fundraising efforts.  Our 
first major event is the BJC Fair which is coming up soon on Saturday, 18th March. 
Last year I mentioned that all your fundraising efforts for 2016 and 2017 have made our wonderful new playgrounds possible.   
Fundraising also allows all our students to access the Mathletics online program both here and at home.  Over this year we hope to 
keep you apprised of the funds raised so you can see the wonderful support you give BJC.  

 

Ideas to support your child 
SchoolMate  
Information about SchoolMate is available on the Department of Education site under the parent section. SchoolMate is  a free mo-
bile app for parents of school-aged children in Victoria. It breaks down what your child is learning at school in each subject and each 
year level, and suggests activities and reading that you can do at home to support your child's learning. To download the School-
Mate app, see: 
 
Apple App Store 
Google Play 

 

Kerry Griffin 
Principal 

https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/schoolmate/id988650289?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.gridstone.schoolmate&hl=en


2017 Important Dates Term 1 

Tuesday 21st February   Prep Parent Early Literacy 
9.05am—10.05am 

Wednesday 22nd February Prep Parent Early Literacy 
(Repeat) 6.30pm—7.30pm 

Monday 27th—Tuesday 28th 
 February 

Yr6 Water Safety Program 

Monday 27th February—Friday 
3rd March 

Water Safety Week 

Tuesday 28th February & 
Wednesday 1st March 

Yr1-6 Meet & Greet Interviews 

Wednesday 1st—Thursday 2nd 
March 

Yr5 Water Safety Program 

Thursday 2nd March Yr3 Healthy Humans Incursion 

Yr4 Clean Up Australia Day 

Friday 3rd March Yr4 Water Safety Program 

Yr6 Reach Rookys Workshop 

Monday 6th & Tuesday 7th March School Photos 

Tuesday 7th March  Prep Parent  Early Numeracy  
9.05am—10.05am 

Friday 10th March Whole School Assembly 9:15am 

Friday 10th March Prep Parent  Early Numeracy  
(Repeat) 9.05am—10.05am 

Saturday 18th March BCJ Fair 

 NB: These dates are accurate at the time of publishing but may change 

according to school needs. Changes to this list will be published in   future 

newsletters.    

In 2017 we will continue to  use Compass School Manager  
as our main communication tool.  

We will no longer use the Tiqbiz App. 

School Photos                                                                                                                                         

School photos will be held on Monday 6th 
and Tuesday 7th March. 

On Friday your child was issued with their 
individual order form. You can order your 
photos online or in cash. Please have    
correct money as the school office cannot 
provide change. Please return the       
completed envelope on Monday 6th 
March even if you have made your       
payment online.  

Family photo order forms are available 
from the office. Please collect these prior 
to Friday 3rd March to avoid last minute 
rushes. Family photos will not be taken if 
you do not have the Family photo order 
form.  

Separate envelopes for alternate families 
are available from the office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 

This Fund commenced in 2015 and provides $125 for Primary School Students to attend camp, sports and excursions. Prep Students (in 

2017) who are eligible for CSEF are also eligible for a uniform support.  CSEF applications are now open, please obtain a CSEF             

application form from the office or download from www.education.vic.gov.au.csef.  Payments are made directly to the school and are 

tied to the student.  This application must be filled out on a yearly basis.   

To be eligible for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a primary school, be an eligible beneficiary within the 

meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be the holder of a Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health 

Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) holder OR be a temporary foster parent.  

Could you please submit this application to the school office ASAP or before FRIDAY FEBRUARY 24th, 2017. 



From the Music Room 
Welcome back everyone. 2017 has begun with energy and enthusiasm at Benton Junior College and it promises 

to be yet another incredible year in music. We are really looking forward to it. Already children from all year   

levels have been dancing, singing and performing. The instrumental program is back and we are thrilled that  

approximately a third of our entire student population are currently undertaking various instrumental lessons. 

Great effort everyone. 

The ensemble band have already begun rehearsing. The rehearsal structure is slightly different for the band this 

year. Unlike previous years our main rehearsal day will be on Friday at lunch break in the junior music room   

followed by a performance at the junior school assembly. Wednesday lunchtime will be set aside for working on 

individual parts; keyboards, guitars, horns rather than the whole ensemble. This will also be in the junior music 

room with Mr Seaman. Finally the ensemble band will have the opportunity to play at the senior school           

assembly on Monday afternoon. Band members are expected to have their instruments and music ready to 

practise and/or perform on Monday, Wednesday and Friday of each week. 

The ensemble band will focus on newer music this year and the children will be required to learn and practise 

these songs. This will mean a commitment to practise regularly at home in readiness for rehearsal and            

performances. As the ensemble band continues to grow there will be various other opportunities to perform 

throughout the year. 

Paul Seaman and Ant Richards 

Music teachers 

Sports News 
12 Years and Under 

Registration to trial for AFL, netball, soccer and basketball for state teams has traditionally started with  nomina-
tions through their school to attend district trials. 

School Sport Victoria (SSV) have advised that this process has now changed to an online registration                
process.  District trials will no longer be held. 

The SSV website www.ssv.vic.edu.au  provides important information and a video on the process as well as ap-
plication forms and must be visited. 

Key points include: 

1. Parents must consult with their Sport Teacher at the school to ensure their child has a high skill level to 
trial and represent their school. 

2. It is imperative that teachers will decide on your child’s capability of representing their school at a state 
level before registering online. 

3. This discussion with the school Sport Teacher is necessary as all students MUST get the Sport Teacher/
Coordinator and the Principal signature on their registration form prior to attending a trial. 

4. The Eventbrite ticket, application form signed by the Principal and Sport Teacher/Coordinator and proof 
of payment must be handed to the Division Trial Coordinator on the day of the trial.  

5. Applicants will be notified of arrangements for the Division trial once registrations have closed.  

Note: Registration for Division trails close on Friday March 10th, 2017. 

http://www.ssv.vic.edu.au


 

Art is fundamental to the  

development of the whole child! 
 

What are the Visual Arts?  
The Visual Arts involve the creation of two- and three-dimensional images that  
communicate ideas and emotions. The traditional media for doing this includes  
drawing, painting, collage, printmaking, and sculpture, but in fact, visual art can be  
made from almost any material imaginable, ranging from natural fibres to industrial  
waste to computer screens. The key ingredient is the manipulation of the visual  
and tactile elements of line, shape, colour, form, texture, pattern, and space.  
These elements are arranged by the artist into a composition, which combines the  
selected materials into a unified whole.  
Extracted from ‘Growing Artists: Teaching the Arts to Young Children’, Koster (6th Edition) 2015 

 

How do the Visual Arts help children grow?  
Through the Visual Arts children develop: 
 

Physically – by using the large and 
hand-eye coordination to handle the different art media. 
 

Socially – by working alongside other children and sharing arts  
materials. 
 

Emotionally – by learning to enjoy the act of creating visual art  
and by developing self-confidence in their abilities to control a  
part of their environment as they handle challenging tools and  
materials safely. 
 

Perceptually – by exploring new ways to make graphic symbols in  
two- and three-dimensional space, and by responding to the visual and textual effects they have created.  
 

Language Skills – by learning a vocabulary of visual art words, and by learning how to communicate about their 

 

Cognitively – by seeing that their creative actions and decisions can cause the effect of producing a visual image, 

 

Visual Art Concepts and Skills – by meeting the Victorian Curriculum Achievement Standards: 
 

Just as in other subject areas such as English and Mathematics, the Victorian Curriculum Visual Arts Strand has 
been carefully and deliberately sequenced so that children are gradually exposed to more complicated ideas and 
processes for the making, viewing and interpreting of art.  
 
Above all, Visual Arts education is vital to encouraging creativity and assisting in developing a life-long ability to 
ponder and tackle problems. Something as simple as a child working through a sculptural problem using card-
board and paper towel tubes today could conceivably lead to them becoming designers and engineers on a larger 

 
Your child will experience success in the Visual Arts, just as they will experience times of frustration at how their 
art has turned out or their developing ability to work with a particular material. How they cope with such challeng-
es and recognise that the openness to making mistakes is what can lead us closer to being our most  
creative, can only benefit them in positive ways.   
 
We love the creative process involved in making and viewing art and are looking  
forward to sharing wonderful learning experiences with your child this year. 
 
- Mrs Marshall and Miss Hannan 
(Art Teachers) 



The Learning Deal  

The Learning Deal was developed in consultation with children, parents and staff to reflect common expectations for behaviour         
between members at our school. By supporting our Learning Deal, we can ensure that our school will be an enjoyable and safe place to 
learn.  

The Learning Deal encompasses the following: 

1. I will be fair and considerate  

Being fair and considerate means that students will:  

• take turns       • be a good sport     • cooperate with your teacher  
• cooperate when playing     • speak politely at all times    • play by the rules   
• be a good listener to your friends   • work quietly and helpfully together  • always use acceptable language  
• listen carefully and follow instructions    
 
Remember: When you are fair and considerate, others will treat you with fairness. They will listen to you, they will accept you as a 
friend and it will be easier to make and keep friends.  
 

2. I will be honest  

Being honest means that students will:  

• always tell the truth     • cooperate with your teacher   • follow instructions  
• ask permission      • take responsibility for your actions • play by the rules    
• cooperate when you are playing    • help to make the rules in your classroom fair      
• ask for help and support when you need it, and keep asking until someone can help you  
 
Remember: When you are honest, others will be honest with you. People will trust you and want to be with you. You will be happier 
and more able to solve problems for yourself.  

3. I will care about myself and others  

Caring about yourself and others means that students will:  

• be a positive role model for younger students • play in appropriate areas    • be a good friend   
• be responsible for your belongings   • treat others kindly    • play safe games   
• ensure that you are prepared for the day  • respect others property  
• take pride in your appearance and behaviour  • try to solve problems in an honest and fair manner  
• think about others and how they feel  • always aim to do your best at whatever task you are asked to complete    
• understand that we all have the right to work and play without interference  
 
Remember: When you care about yourself and others, others will care about you. If you help others, they will grow to trust you. They 
will see you as fair and caring. You will be seen as a respected and valued member of the Benton Junior College Community.  

4. I will accept learning challenges with enthusiasm  

Accepting learning challenges means that students will:  

• contribute positively to class activities   • believe in yourself- ‘I Can Do It!’   • become an independent learner   
• use and share the resources within the school • take responsibility for your learning  • ask for help and support when you need it 
• cooperate with your teacher and fellow students    
 
Remember:  When you accept learning challenges with enthusiasm, learning becomes much more fun! You will have greater control of 
your learning.  

5. I will show pride in my school 

Showing pride in my school means that students will:  

•wear your uniform with pride     • help out when required   •use the toilets properly     
•enjoy the time you spend at school    • play safely     •care for fellow students and teachers 

 • keep our classrooms and surrounding areas tidy   •look after the school grounds and report any problems you find to a teacher  
   
Remember: We show pride in our school because it is OURS! We are fortunate to have such wonderful buildings and grounds. We 
come to school to learn, have fun and be with our friends.  

 

Our Learning Deal compliments the Attitudes and Learner Profile of the International Baccalaureate, Primary Years Program.  



 

 
The first three weeks of a new year see all year levels at BJC start with the same 

Unit of Inquiry. It’s how we set the expectations for the year and helps develop 

a shared vision across the school. All classes look at the five elements of the 

Primary Years Program through the central idea, ‘People learn in different 

ways!’ 

In Year 5 we began by  looking at 

what a good learning  environ-

ment looks like, sounds like and 

feels like. The children discussed 

what makes a classroom work 

and helped design areas for 

learning such as independent 

work areas and collaborative 

work spaces.  

Each class looked at the Learning 

Deal and all children agreed that the 

Learning Deal sets the expectations 

of Benton and helps us stay focused 

on our goals in a kind and nurturing 

environment.  

The children discussed the 

attitudes and the Learner      

Profile. They read picture sto-

ry books and created  posters 

to teach others about what a 

specific attitude might look 

like, using examples from the 

story. The children made con-

nections between how the 

attitudes help develop the 

Learner Profile.   

The children investigated how we use 

different parts of our brain depending on 

the type of task we are doing. After     

completing a quiz the children worked out 

what side of the brain they use the most 

and how they can use this to help them 

learn best. They used this understanding 

to create a heart map demonstrating their 

strengths. 

Each class has created a wonder 

wall where the children will     

record questions they have. 

When the question has been   

answered the children remove it 

and write up their next big    

question! 



STUDENT WELFARE 
The start of the year can be an anxious time for many of our children here at Benton.  As the term progresses it can become more and 

more difficult to get your child to school in the morning. The following information on School Refusal may be helpful to help assist you 

in identifying and addressing your child’s needs. 

 

What is school refusal? 
School refusal is when a child gets extremely upset at the idea of going to school, or often misses some or all of the school day, and this 
distress doesn’t go away. School refusal can mean that children have trouble going to school – or that they don’t go to school at all. 
Children who refuse to go to school usually spend the day at home with their parents’ knowledge, even though their parents try really 
hard to get them to go. 
 

Signs and symptoms of school refusal  
If your child refuses to go to school, you might feel that school mornings are a ‘battle of wills’. Your child might:   

 have crying episodes or tantrums 

 hide under the bed covers 

 refuse to move 

 beg or plead not to go 

 complain of aches, pains and illness before school, which generally get better if you let your child stay at home 

 show high levels of anxiety 
 

Causes of school refusal 
There’s rarely a single cause of school refusal. It might be linked to separation anxiety, a phobia, depression, learning difficulties or 
social problems at school. School refusal might start gradually or happen suddenly. It can happen at the same time as or after: 

 stressful events at home or school or with peers 

 family and peer conflict 

 academic problems – for example, learning difficulties 

 starting or changing schools 

 moving home 

 bullying or teasing 

 problems with a teacher 
 

Working on school refusal at home 
School refusal is usually very challenging, but there are some practical things you can do at home to encourage your child to go to 
school. 
 

When you’re talking to your child  

Showing your child that you understand is an important starting point. For example, you could say things like, ‘I can see you’re worried 
about going to school. I know it’s hard, but you need to go. Your teacher and I will help you’. Here are some other things you can say 
and do: 

 Talk about what needs to happen to help your child attend and feel safe and comfortable at school – not about whether 
she goes to school. 

 Show that you believe your child can go to school by saying positive and encouraging things. For example, ‘You’re show-
ing how brave you are by going to school’. This will build your child’s self-confidence. 

 Use clear, calm statements to let your child know that you expect him to go to school. Say ‘when’ rather than ‘if’. For ex-
ample, you can say, ‘When you’re at school tomorrow ...’ instead of ‘If you make it to school tomorrow ...’  

 Use direct statements that don’t give your child the chance to say ‘No!’ For example, ‘It’s time to get out of bed’ or ‘Jo, 
please get up and into the shower’.  

 

When you’re at home  

The way things are at home can make a difference to the way your child feels about school: 

 Stay calm. If your child sees or senses that you’re worried, stressed or frustrated, it can make your child’s anxiety worse. 
And by staying calm, you model a positive way of handling the situation. 

 Plan for a calm start to the day by establishing morning and evening routines. You can do this by organising uniforms, 
lunches and school bags the night before and getting your child to have a shower or bath in the evening.  

 Make your home ‘boring’ during school hours so that you don’t accidentally reward your child for not going to school. 
This means little or no TV, video games, leisure activities, internet use and other fun stuff. 

 Provide attention-based consequences for not going to school – for example, an early bedtime or limited time with you at 
night. 

 Help your child stick to a reasonable sleep and wake cycle. It’s very hard to help your child get to school if she’s sleeping 
during the day and awake at night. 

http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/separation_anxiety.html/context/732
http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/other_anxieties.html
http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/depression_children.html
http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/bullying.html


 

Getting to school 

It might help to make some changes to school drop-offs and pick-ups: 
 Get someone else to drop your child at school. Children often cope better with separation at home rather than at the 

school gate. 

 When your child goes to school, praise him by describing what he might be feeling. You could say, ‘I know this is very hard 
and I am proud of you for trying hard’. 

 Reward your child for going to school. This could be some special time with you or your partner, or stopping on the way 
home at the playground. Make sure the reward is on the same day and your child knows what it’s for. 

 

Working with the school on school refusal 
You can help your child start back at school – and keep going to school – by communicating and working with school staff: 

 Talk to your child’s teacher or the school principal for ideas and advice. Teachers have lots of experience with children 
who refuse to attend. 

 Ask the teacher or principal to refer you and your child to other support staff, like the student welfare coordinator, school 
psychologist or counsellor. 

 Find out about the school’s attendance and absence policies and procedures. The principal, student coordinator or school 
welfare coordinator should be able to help you with these. 

 Set up regular appointments with your primary contact at the school – class teacher, principal, counsellor or welfare coor-
dinator. This will help you and the school check your child’s progress and ongoing support needs. 

 
Kirsten Smith 
Welfare Co-ordinator 
 
 
 
 
 




