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Our Mission: 
          To motivate to learn; to teach to think; to encourage to imagine, 
                         and to show the compassion to care globally Newsletter 
Queen’s Birthday Holiday 
A reminder to parents that Monday 13th June is a public holiday and the College will be closed. 
 
Playground 
Our Benton Voice students have been meeting with playground representatives to discuss possible play-
ground equipment for our school.  The equipment will most likely be placed up on the oval behind the 
Year 3 buildings.  They are also looking at another piece of equipment for the Prep area.  All our fundrais-
ing activities will go towards the playground equipment. 
 
Reports 
It is anticipated that Semester 1 reports will be distributed via Compass to parents on Wednesday, 22nd 
June.  Included with the reports is an explanation of how to interpret the reports.  If you require a paper 
copy of the report please contact the office or see your class teacher. 
 
School Captains 
On Friday, 27th May we had some Federal politicians visit BJC. Part of their visit was a tour of our college.  
Our College Captains, Kaitlin, Dylan, Alannah and Nathan conducted the tour.  They did an outstanding 
job and represented our college brilliantly.  The politicians actually said that they had in fact conducted 
one of the best tours of a school they had ever been on.  I was extremely proud to be the Principal of BJC 
with Captains that can show such confidence and integrity in the way they conduct themselves. 
 
2017 Enrolments 
Enrolments forms for 2017 Preps are available from the office now.  If you know of any families looking 
at schools for next year please tell them to contact our office to organise a school tour. 
 
Early Dismissal 
This is a reminder to all parents and guardians that on the last day of Term 2, Friday, 24th June students 
will be dismissed at 2.30pm. 
School will resume on Monday 11th July. 
 
Nail Polish 
Part of our Uniform Policy states that students should not wear nail polish or makeup to school.  Quite 
often students put nail polish on over the weekend or holidays and forget to take it off.  Could parents 
please make sure that any nail polish is removed prior to students coming to school.  Also a reminder to 
parents that there is a selection of winter uniform for girls.  The summer dress is not warm enough for 
the cold winter months and was not intended to be worn with tights or skivvies under it. 



Teachers on Duty 
Teachers are on duty at 8.45am each school day. Could I remind parents that although we are extremely 
happy to see your children on time each day please do not come too early.  Some students have been ar-
riving closer to 8.20am than 8.45am.  Unfortunately there are no staff on duty which means your child is 
unsupervised and if something happens to them a teacher may not know about it.  Don’t forget that 
‘Before and After School Care’ operates at our college. 
 
Kerry Griffin 
Principal 
 
Music 
It’s coming! That’s right, the B.J.C Arts Week is not too far away. It will be held during Week 4 of Term 3, 
from the 1st to 5th August 2016. 
Over the week we are running a number of programs with some fantastic headline acts: 
 Junior Soiree (Prep to Year 3) Monday 1st August – 6pm. Selected instrumental students will per-

form as well as the Junior Choir and the Ensemble Band. Lloyd Poole Performing Arts Hall. 
 Senior Soiree (Year 4 to Year 6) Tuesday 2nd August – 6pm. Selected instrumental students will per-

form as well as the Senior Choir and the Ensemble Band. Lloyd Poole Performing Arts Hall. 
 School Disco’s Friday 5th August – Junior – Prep to Year 3 – 5pm to 6pm, Senior – Year 3 to 6 6.30 

pm to 7.30 pm. Lloyd Poole Performing Arts Hall. (please note Year 3 students can attend either 
Disco) 

 Whole School Electives – each student has selected and will participate in one elective on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday afternoons. 

 Whole School Assembly – Friday 5th August – Students will perform/share with the whole school 
what they have achieved in their electives! After recess Jeff O’Donnell Hall. 

 B.J.C’s Got Talent Showcase Friday 5th August – prior to/during the Arts Week, students will have a 
Year Level B.J.C’s Got Talent competition. The Year Level winners will then present to the whole 
school at a final assembly after lunch in the Jeff O’Donnell Hall. 

It is shaping up to be a wonderful week with so many exciting Arts activities for you to sink your teeth in-
to! For more information check with your classroom teacher or Mr Richards. 
 
Paul Seaman and Ant Richards 
 
Visual Art News 
The Visual Art leaders, Nia, Lucy, Ella and 
Lizzie have been very busy working on a 
new sign to promote ‘Nude Food Tuesday’. 
What a great way to remind our community 
about the amount of packaging going into 
the environment and how we can take ac-
tion to help reduce it. Tony has proudly po-
sitioned the sign at the front gate, ‘Thanks 
Tony’. Great work Visual Art Leaders and 
Benton Voice students for running ‘Nude 
Food Tuesday’. 
 
Mrs Marshall & Ms Hannan 



 

2016 Important dates Term 2 

13 June Queens Birthday Public Holiday 

13 –16 June Year 5 Arts Extraviganza 

22 June Reports available on Compass today 

24 June Last Day of Term 2  

2.30pm Dismissal 

11 July First Day of Term 3 

11-13 July Year 5 Camp Sovereign Hill  

12 July Year 3 Wild Action Incursion  

14 July Year 6 Reach Rookys  

18-22 July Prep Swimming  

4 August Year 4 Science Work 

9 August Year 1 Andrew Wegner Wildlife  

Incursion 

15-16 August Year 2 Victorian Telecommunication 
Museum 

18-19 August Year 6 Hands on Science 

 NB: These dates are accurate at the time of publishing but 

may change according to school needs. Changes to this list 

will be published in future newsletters.  

2016 STAFF CURRICULUM DAYS 
Monday 31 October 

NOTE: Students do not attend on these dates. 



ENGLISH 
 

PROCEDURAL WRITING 
This term Year Three have been looking at the procedural writing genre. We 
have discussed the structure of a procedural piece and what it needs. A head-
ing, a brief description of the task, materials or ingredients needed and then 
very comprehensive and sequential steps. We found out how important it is to 
write the steps in sequence so someone else can follow them.  
 

The students have completed a cold write and a big write on 
this genre. The latest being a big write based on the title 
‘How Would You Sneak a Monster into School?’ This was  
a great topic and we had some very imaginative and inter-
esting ideas!  
 

Other procedures we have taken on have been: Lego build-
ing, parachute making, making chocolate balls, making honey 
joys and lots of other fun activities. 
 

MATHS, MATHS and MORE MATHS! 
 

This term children in Year three have been immersed in the world of math-
ematics. Our focus has been on the mathematical concepts of addition and 
subtraction.   
 

With each four week unit falling either side of our NAPLAN testing, children have 
been investigating the unique relationship between addition and subtraction.  
They have also completed a series of challenging tasks aimed at stretching their 
skills and utilising their growth mindset. Throughout both units children have 
been working toward the following ‘I Can’ statements: 

SUBTRACTION I CANS 

I can recognise patterns when I subtract 
by tens, hundreds and thousands 

I can choose efficient mental strategies to 
solve mathematical problems, such as: 

- Recalling halves                      
- Jump strategy 

- Compensation strategy 

- Split strategy (x-12 = -10 then -2) 
- Using addition (inverse knowledge)  
- Partition numbers into their parts 

ADDITION I CANS 

I can recall addition facts to twenty 
I can choose efficient mental strategies to solve 

mathematical problems, such as: 
-   recalling doubles and near doubles 
-   bridging to the next ten (addends of 10) 
-   partitioning numbers into their parts 

I can recognise patterns when I add by tens, 
hundreds and thousands 

I can use commutatives to count on or back 

Be sure to check out our Compass newsfeed over the coming months.   
We will be adding more and more information about what we get up to in Year 3! 

What’s been happening  

in Year 3 



 

Ride 2 School update 

 

The Active Paths are a great way to come actively to 
school: the more foot traffic we have on the paths, 
the better they are. Well done to all the families who 
are enjoying the benefits of coming actively to school. 
Please have a look at the Active Paths map and discuss with your child/ren your closest path and begin 
coming actively to school.  

For our most recent Walking Wheeling Wednesday, our Hands Up Count results were:  

 

64 people rode,  

27 people skated or scooted,  

229 people walked, 

3 people took public transport 

259 people took the car. 

 

 

This means 55% of Benton Junior College children were active on our last Hands Up Count day. Great 
job! Additionally, congratulations to class 417 for winning the Active Travel trophy for this month! They 
had a HUGE 81% of their class active! Brilliant! The most popular ACTIVEpath this month was the blue 
dog path. 

 

Please remember to bring your hands up count on Wednesday, outside of the Japanese classroom, in 
the hands up count box. Just a reminder that part way is OK! Just park 2 or more blocks away from 
school and walk the rest of the way to school. That then counts as walking to school! 

 

From the Benton Active Travel Ambassadors Claire & Sophie (ATA’s) & Mrs Adele Jones 



 

More functions will 
be added to  

Compass in the  
future, including: 

We are pleased to introduce a new service for families called        
Compass.   Compass will become the primary tool used for communi-
cation between the college and home.  As parents, you will be able to 
login to Compass via the school website:  
www.bentonjuniorcollege.com 
 
Each family has an individual login for Compass which was posted to families 
last week, you can login and start using Compass straight away.  Please con-
tact the office if you have not received your login letter yet. 

 
There are a number of functions available for parents.  
 

Attendance - view your child’s attendance online, approve absences, and 
indicate future absence.  

Reports - view your child’s report as an electronic PDF file.  
Parent/Student/Teacher interviews - make appointments with teachers.  
News Feed – the school will post news to parents to remind you about 

events and activities at the college. Your news feed will be customised, 
showing only the information relevant to you and your children.  

Email address and mobile phone number - update your details through the 
Compass link on our college website. The details listed will be used to 
send emails and SMS alerts.  

Newsletter – the newsletter will be published on Compass and parents will 
be able to login to view it.  

Teacher email – parents can email their child’s teachers directly.  
 
Once you login, Compass will prompt you to verify your phone number and 
email address. You will be asked to change your password (numbers only, at 
least 4 digits long). Please logon at least two times a week. 
 
If you need your password reset, or need any assistance, please contact the 
office.  
 

Training sessions will be held on Thursday afternoons from 
3.30pm in the Gym Foyer if you would likes assistance with 

setting up and using Compass.  

Compass  
Functions: 

http://www.bentonjuniorcollege.com.au

