
Our Mission: 
          To motivate to learn; to teach to think; to encourage to imagine, 
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Excursions 

As you would all be aware we organise our excursions a term ahead so that payment and permission forms can be completed well in 
advance.  This process has moved to Compass to make it easier for working parents to access the payment and permission forms 
online allowing parents to do it at their convenience.  Compass is also the online package that our local secondary Colleges use for 
all their communication with parents so we believe it assists with the transition from our primary to secondary Colleges.  If parents 
have trouble accessing Compass, please come into the office before the due date for assistance using Compass or to discuss         
alternative payment options. 

Some parents have not completed their payment and permission forms for Term 2 excursions which was due by the 24th March.  
We would ask parents to make payments and sign permission forms by the end of this week, Friday, 28th April.  We have reopened 
the events in Compass to allow you to pay online. After this date the office will be unable to accept late payments as the final num-
bers are needed for buses and venues.  If for any reason you cannot make the payment please contact the office to make a time to 
have a chat with me. 

2017 Attitudes to Colleges Survey 

Our College is conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of our College. The Attitudes to College survey is an annual   
student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training. The survey assists Colleges in gaining an understanding of  
students' perceptions and experience of College. 

Our College will use the survey results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling experience. 

This year the Attitudes to College survey will be conducted at our College between Monday 22 May to Friday 23 June. The survey 
only takes 20-30 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class time. 

Students from Year 4 to Year 6 at our College will participate in the survey. Your child will complete the survey online during College 
hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool. 

The survey results will be reported back to the College in Term 3. The Department has updated the survey for 2017 to include      
important new measures that are known to influence student engagement and performance. 

Students privacy is our priority 
Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey. The student login is an assigned identifier that may be used 
by the Department to combine data for research purposes only. Your child’s privacy and the confidentiality of your child’s survey 
responses will be protected at all times. No identifiable personal data is included in the survey response file. 

This survey is not a test and your child has the right to refuse or withdraw from the survey at any point before, during, or after   
completion. 

Beanies 

This year the College Council have introduced Benton Junior College beanies for students during cooler terms 2 and 3.  They are 
available from the office for $13.95. Hopefully this will keep all our students’ heads nice and warm over winter. 

A special request from the Mornington Peninsula Shire about Disabled Parking: 

I have been sent an email from the Mornington Peninsula Shire about the disabled parking around our College.  The shire has      
received calls from concerned parents about the disabled parking. The Mornington Peninsula Shire have asked that if parents or 
grandparents who have a disabled parking sticker and are  parking in the disabled car park (legally) but are not leaving their car 
could please consider parking in another car park freeing up this space.  This would allow for another disabled parent or grandparent 
who needs to leave their car to come into the College to use this car space.  

Kerry Griffin 
Principal Monday 8th May Student Free Day 



2017 Important Dates 

Term 2 

Tuesday 25th April Anzac Day Holiday 
School Closed 

Thursday 27th—Friday 28th April Year 2 Mad About Science 

Thursday 27th April Year 3 Hands on Science 

Friday 28th April—Thursday 4th 
May 

Scholastic Book Fair 

8:45-9:00am and 3:15-3:45pm 

Monday 1st May BJC Community Fair Meeting      
5-6pm 

Tuesday 2nd May Year 4 Living Culture 

Wednesday 3rd May Yr1 Cranbourne Botanical Gardens 

Wednesday 3rd—Thursday 4th May Year 5 Space Night 

Monday 8th May Curriculum Day—Student Free 

Friday 12th May Year 6 Transition Forms Due 

Monday 5th June Yr1 Professor Bunsen 

Monday 5th & Wednesday 7th June Family Life Education 

Session 1:  Body Basics 

5-6pm 

Session 2: Where Did I Come From? 

6:15-7:15pm 

Session 3: Preparing for Puberty 

7:30-8:30pm 

Thursday 8th June Prep Big Day Out 

Friday 16th June Year 6 Media Studies Roadshow 

 NB: These dates are accurate at the time of publishing but may change     

according to school needs. Changes to this list will be published in future  

newsletters.    

Year 6 to Year 7 Transition 

Year 6 to Year 7 Transition forms for 2018 have been sent home with your Year 6 student. 

Please ensure that you have received these forms and that the Placement Form is completed and returned to 

school no later than Friday 12th May. 

From the Music Room 
As a busy but very productive Term 1 comes to 

an end at Benton Junior College, we would like to 

say well done to all year levels for their efforts in 

music so far. We would especially like to thank 

the many children who have auditioned for our 

2017          production ‘Shrek the Musical’. We 

have been amazed at the acting, singing and 

dancing talent within our school. Also a massive 

thank you to Mrs Malcomson, Mrs Catford, Mrs 

Hobbs and Miss Smith for giving so much of their 

time and expertise during this process. It has not 

been easy. Casting will be completed shortly and 

we aim to have as many people involved as possi-

ble. Rehearsals will begin in earnest from the 

start of Term 2. 

This year promises to be bigger and brighter than 

ever with our production, ensemble band,             

instrumental lessons and the senior and junior 

choirs all working hard and making incredible 

music. Please stay tuned for more information on 

the Mornington Community Music Camp during 

Term 2. 

Paul Seaman and Ant Richards 
Music teachers 
 

Second Hand Uniforms  

please contact Carolyn on 0402 909 560  



FUNDRAISING REPORT 
What an amazing start to the year we’ve had with funds raised from Icy Pole Fridays! (Shout out to Gillian Chalmers for organising and 
running this) and of course our amazing, first inaugural BJC Community Fair! The committee for 2018 is already being formed and work 
has begun to make next year’s fair even bigger and better than this year!  
 
A new fundraising committee for our year-round fundraising has been formed and we’re full of exciting ideas! If you would like to get 
on board, any help is appreciated, please contact Alicia Newnham at alicianewnham@bigpond.com. 
 
Coming up in term 2 we have our Mother’s Day Stall (ssssshhhhhh don’t tell your mum!) and something exciting planned to coincide 
with Education Week – watch this space. Later in the term we are planning our Cadbury Chocolate Drive and a Hot Dog Day (the kids 
always love both of these!) as well as a dress up day, theme to be announced. 
 
We’re already busy planning our Trivia Night for Term 3…. With lots of other exciting events to be announced for the remainder of the 
year and into next year, for which the team is hard at work! 
 
To date we have used our fundraising money for the College Mathletics Licence and we’re still paying off the awesome new playground 
equipment that has been installed in recent months. We envision that other funds raised will also go towards paying for new screens to 
replace interactive whiteboards, amongst other things. The more funds we raise the more our children will benefit.  
 
Thank you so much to all the parents and teachers who have helped in any way to make these things a reality for our school and our 
children. 
 
Cheers,  
Alicia Newnham 
On behalf of the BJC Fundraising Committee 

2017 BJC COMMUNITY FAIR REPORT 

It was the inaugural BJC Community Fair last term.  We are pleased to announce that we raised $21,174.49 for our 

school.  We are very proud of the positive way we presented our school to the local community and the awesome      

memories that were made for our kids.   

There are so many people to thank for this year’s Fair.  Firstly, a huge thank you to everyone who attended the Fair and 

helped create such a wonderful atmosphere!  Thank you to the BJC families and staff who helped with set up, stall rosters, 

Big Top performances and pack up.  Thank you to the volunteers at working bees and to everyone who generously        

supported the donation drives.  Thank you to the positive and passionate team who made the Fair happen; our parent   

working group, dedicated teachers (especially Jodie Brasher & Ella Tipping), and the very helpful team in the office.  Also, 

thank you to last year’s Fundraising Team (Sam Newman and Vanessa Hooton), along with Lyn Foster, who had the vision 

and faith to pursue the concept of such a fantastic community and school event.   

For our first BJC Community Fair, we think the results were pretty amazing.  In fact, College Council have given us the 

green light to do it all again next year!  The first meeting for the 2018 BJC Community Fair will be Monday 1st May 5-6pm 

(in the conference room).  New committee members are very welcome.  If you can’t attend that meeting but want to join 

the committee or be a volunteer as needed, please contact bjcfair18@gmail.com.  We would love to hear from you. 

Emma Coatsworth 

On behalf of the BJC Fair Committee 



The Australian Federal Police’s newly appointed Assistant Commissioner and new National Manager of Crime Operations recently  

provided a speech with a focus on child protection and preventing online child exploitation. Here is an excerpt from ThinkyoUKnow 

Australia of what Assistant Commissioner Platz had to say about being a parent and keeping our kids safe online: 

 Navigating Your Way Through Apps 

 

How much of what your children get up to online are you actually aware of? 

Children are naturally curious and intuitive, and are usually at least one step ahead of us parents 

when it comes to adopting the latest technology.  

The sheer volume of apps available can leave parents feeling very much out of the loop. I always   

recommend that parents learn about the apps their children are using. The best thing any parent can 

do is download the app themselves and have a go. By learning about the app, you will be able to see 

what potential risks there are. For example, does the app include chat? And if it does, have you      

discussed with your child the importance of not sharing personal information online?  

With so many different apps around, here’s some information on a few different types of apps to help 

you understand them. 

 Apps 

Instant messaging apps allow users to chat with other users. Parents should always be aware of who their children are                

communicating with online, and need to be aware of how to adjust privacy settings to ensure unwanted contact cannot occur.   

Messages on these apps include video, text and images. Cyberbullying is a very real concern for many children when using these 

types of apps, so parents need to know how they can assist their child if they experience this difficulty. Instant messaging apps    

include WhatsApp, Messenger, KiK Messenger, Snapchat and Yik Yak.  

Live streaming apps allow users to share video with others in real time. It is very important that the privacy settings on these apps 

does not allow contact from strangers, who may share inappropriate content or in the most extreme cases, attempt to groom     

children. Parents should do everything they can to make sure their children feel safe talking to them or a trusted adult if someone’s 

behaviour makes them uncomfortable, or they come across inappropriate contact. Live streaming apps include Livel.ly, Musical.ly 

and Facebook Live.   

Online gaming is one of the most popular forms of entertainment for children and adults alike. There are many mobile gaming 

apps as well as traditional console and computer based games that have a chat function that allows players to contact one another, 

either through direct or group messaging, or voice chat. Many parents aren’t aware that gaming apps have these chat functions. 

Always be aware of how to adjust privacy settings in order to restrict conversations to people your children actually know. Online 

gaming     includes Minecraft, Clash of Titans, Pokémon Go and Animal Jam.  

Disappearing media is an emerging apps category and is now being included as a function on existing instant messaging apps. 

These apps ‘delete’ a sent image or video after a set period of time. Snapchat for example, allows users to send a ‘snap’ to another 

user which will then ‘disappear’ after a period of up to 10 seconds. Instagram and Messenger now include a similar function. Parents 

and children should be aware that there are ways these images can be saved and distributed further. The simplest method being to 

take a picture of the image using another device. Once an image or text is online, what happens next is out of our hands, which can 

have implications for privacy and reputation. Although the photo ‘disappears’ from the app, they are often stored as part of terms 

and conditions of the app usage, which means they never technically ‘disappear’.   

More information on apps is available at thinkuknow.org.au 

 



子供の先生  こどものせんせい   

Kodomo no Sensei (Kid Teacher)    
Recently we have begun Kodomo no Sensei in Japanese classes for Year 2 – Year 6 students.  We came up with this idea whereby a child 
in the class is the ‘kid teacher’ and poses the first few questions (see below for black text) of the lesson. Other students reply as they 
normally would with the red text. The first student who volunteered wasn’t quite sure what they were in for, but the students have 
embraced the challenge and each week are keen to be the next ones on the roll to be Kodomo no Sensei!  

We are looking at ‘I can pose everyday conversational questions to the class as Kid Teacher’.  

The Kodomo no Sensei goes through: 

1. Introduction for each lesson 

2. Mission statement 

3. Tries their luck at the Guinness World Records marble challenge with chopsticks!* 

4. Greetings / self intros for marking the roll 

Goodbye at end of lesson 

*This may explain to some parents why their child has taken up a sudden interest in はし hashi/chopsticks! 

The current leader board for the marble challenge: 

がんばって！ 

Ganbatte/Good luck! 

  ジョーンズ先生          スミス先生    シーマン先生 

Mrs Adele Jones               Mrs Thea Smith       Mr Paul Seaman  

 

Class Kodomo no Sensei Number of marbles 

六三三 Rowan W 十三 

六三一 Summer A 十一 

四三九 Thomas P 九 



 

Ride 2 School Day, Benton 2017 
The ATAs and I hope you had a terrific time on Wednesday 29th March for Ride 2 School 
Day! Well done for coming actively to school, trying out your skills on the obstacle course 
and wearing your house colours!   
  
The results from the Hands Up Count were: 
295 people rode,  
168 people skated or scooted, 
281 people walked, 
11 people took public transport and 
87 people took the car.   
 
This means 88% of Benton Junior College children were active on Ride to School day! This is 
our biggest EVER number of children active. This result has exceeded our expectations. 
  
Additionally, congratulations to 003, 005, 006, 109, 515, 632 and 636 for being joint   
winners of the Active Travel trophy for this month. Certificates will be coming your way! 
They all had a HUGE 100% of their class active! Brilliant! 
  
A big thank you also to the teachers for supporting the day by walking on the ACTIVE paths 
or supervising the gates or bike sheds. The Ride 2 School representatives Grace and Emily 
were very impressed with the number of active travellers!  
 
The winners of the raffle were… 
Prep: 004 Maya 
Year 1: 109 Alex 
Year 2: 228 Tahlia B 
Year 3: 324 Juliette S 
Year 4: 430 Sienna H 
Year 5: 515 Rhys VW 
Year 6: 633 Alannah V 
  
Well done everyone and continue to be active when coming to school, especially on Walking 
Wheeling Wednesday's.      

Thank you! 





FLUENCY FRIDAY 
 
On Friday the 24th of March, Benton Junior College held its first ‘Fluency Friday’. All classrooms from Foundation to Year 6           
participated in a series of fun fluency reading tasks designed to develop the three elements of fluency – accuracy, a flowing rate 
and prosody (expression).  
Fluency is a key contributor toward independent and successful reading. Fluency supports students’ comprehension of an author’s 
message.  
 
THE 3 COMPONENTS OF FLUENCY 
ACCURACY 
 

Accuracy is the ability to effortlessly identify and name words or to draw on strategies when unfamiliar words cannot be              
automatically recognised. It is the automaticity of word recognition that allows students to become accurate readers. A robust 
knowledge of phonemic awareness, alphabet, phonic skills, and sight words supports students to become accurate readers. It is 
important that students learn sight words such as the Oxford Words as automatic and fluent naming takes away the burden of 
word problem solving. 
 
RATE 
 

Reading rate is the speed and fluidity a reader uses as he or she reads a text. Skilled readers vary their pace depending upon the 
difficulty of the text, the complexity of the ideas and the audience. It is more important to learn to be a flexible reader than simply 
a fast reader. 
 
PROSODY (EXPRESSION) 
 

Prosody is the ability to read with expression, so that the reading sounds like speaking. Prosody is about reading with intonation, 
attention to punctuation, correct phrasing and stress on words. Prosody is HOW words are read. When readers are able to mirror 
the inflections of spoken language they are demonstrating their abilities to comprehend the text, self-monitor and self-correct their 
reading errors.  
 
FLUENCY FRIDAY STUDENT COMMENTS: 
 

I liked Miss Todd’s activity best. We sang a song called, Can’t Stop Reading. We had to read along with the music. (Renee Year 2) 

I was good at reading the words in the boxes. You had to read them in one breath! (Harry Year 1) 

We researched jokes and practised reading them with fluency. Then we videoed each other reading our jokes. We are putting a 

video reel together to show the class. (Ebony Year 5) 

We read a news report script. After we rehearsed we recorded ourselves using our ipads. (Sophie Year 5)   



I liked reading and changing my voice. We had to read like we were happy and sad. (Caide Year 1) 

I loved changing my voice when I was reading. (Amelia Prep) 

I made a microphone to read into. (Kayla Prep) 

We got to read pirate jokes with our buddies. It was funny! (Astin Year 1) 

Spics and Specs was the best with Mrs Cumming! It was awesome! We read Goldilocks and The Three Bears to the tune of a 

song. It was hard but so much fun. (Sophie Year 6) 

Miss Argus was so funny! She had to read in a pirate voice and like she was at the dentist! (Jai Prep) 

The best bit of Fluency Friday was reading to our buddies. We had to show them fluent reading. (Tommy Year 4)  

I was a bear today in my activity with Miss Byron. (Hannah Prep) 

We worked on our fluency by singing a song with Mrs Catford. It was great! (Liam Year 6) 

I loved reading the tongue twisters today. (Imogen Year 6) 

I got to read books with my buddy. (Angelina Year 2) 

I loved Readers Theatre! My character was Bob. He was funny. (Alec Year 2) 

I read a poem about fingers and toes. (Eve Prep) 

We watched a clip of Toy Story. We read along with the subtitles to work on our fluency. Then we rehearsed the script. When it 

was time to perform Mr Murphy turned off the subtitles and the sound and we had to read our script aloud as the characters 

Buz and Woody. It was excellent! (Caleb Year 5) 

My favourite Fluency Friday activity was when we made a fluency phone with Miss Moser. We used cups and string. The sound 

travelled through the string. (Maddie Year 3) 

We picked a picture story book and we read it fluently and recorded our reading on the ipad. Our buddies will get to watch our 

movie. (Zach Year 5) 

My favourite was reading Bananas and Cream with Mrs Cooney. (Jasper Year 4) 

I loved writing a rap and performing it for my class. (Emma Year 4) 

I read Twinkle Twinkle Little Star (Georgia Prep) 

 



Year One Unit of Inquiry 
Term One saw the Year One students investigating the central idea ‘we use maps to 

organise information’. The students spent time looking at a range of different maps 

and comparing their features. They found that most maps are drawn using a birds 

eye view. The students enjoyed the challenge of drawing their own bird’s eye view 

pictures where they used a range of different toys and classroom objects. They were 

required to work in pairs, organising the objects on to a page. We then took photos 

from above the objects and these were used to assist the students in drawing their 

bird’s eye pictures. 

There were some amazing maps brought in from 

home for Action Time. From Zoo Maps to old maps 

of the Mornington Peninsula. These created great 

discussions for the students and teachers and we 

came to discover that most maps have the         

following main features: a title, a key, symbols, a 

compass and drawn using birds eye view. As a way 

to celebrate the unit the students took part in Year 

One Pirate Day! They had an absolute blast     

dressing up as pirates, making pirate maps,     

dancing to pirate music and playing pirate games! 

A big thank you to all the families for taking the 

time to provide costumes, all of the students 

looked arrrrrmazing! 

Finally the students completed their  

summative assessment piece. They were 

required to draw their own map that         

included all of the key features we had 

learnt about. It’s fair to say we have some 

very creative students in Year One. They 

all did a wonderful job at completing their 

maps. Well done Year Ones! 

This term we have moved on to our next unit of inquiry, which is ‘our 

senses help us to understand the world’. So far we have been          

introduced to our five senses and we are very much looking forward to 

our excursion to the Cranbourne Botanical Gardens on Wednesday 3rd 

May. Cross your fingers and toes that we have a sunny day so we can 

explore the gardens using all our five senses! 



Wellbeing - Building Friendships 

 

Parents and carers are children’s first and most important teachers when it comes to relationships. The ways you relate to your     
children and the guidance you provide helps develop children’s social skills. You can help children develop friendship skills and     
strategies by modelling effective social skills, providing opportunities for children to practise relationship skills and offering support 
when they go through difficulties. Taking the role of a coach helps children learn the skills they need for themselves.  

The following suggestions may be helpful: 

Make time to play too 

Parents and carers can improve their children’s social skills by playing with them regularly. Letting children choose and lead the play 
allows you to be playful with them and encourages them to practise skills for cooperation and negotiation. Making time for play 
helps strengthen your relationship with them as well as their skills. Avoid criticising and make it fun!  

Allow your child to try all sorts of different activities  

Children who have a wide range of interests are more likely to have something in common with others and so find it easier to make 
friends and get along. 

Invite children for play dates 

Having friends over to visit helps children to establish friendships and practise their social skills. It also provides an opportunity for 
you to provide on-the-spot coaching for children as they develop their friendship skills. Providing positive guidance and helping to 
structure activities (without taking over!) can be very important when establishing new friendships.  

Talk with children about what is happening for them with their friends 

Find a relaxed time, like the drive home from school or after dinner, to talk about what is happening in your children’s friendship 
group. By doing his, you let them know that you are interested in their wellbeing, and this can also be an opportunity to share some 
of your experiences and to help them solve any problems they might have.  

Encourage positive, relevant strategies 

Parents and carers can talk about, and encourage, friendly and cooperative strategies that can help their child to develop friendships. 
For example, encouraging children to negotiate or compromise when trying to solve conflicts with peers is a strategy that is more 
positively received than aggression or verbal threats.  

Take a problem solving approach 

Parents and carers don’t need to have the answers to all of their children’s problems. You can support your children to think through 
a problem for themselves by talking with them and asking some useful questions. For example: 

 
Child says: Parent asks: 

“There’s this girl in my class who is 
really mean to everyone in class, 
and so we are all mean right back to 
her.” 

“Why do you think she is being so 
mean?” 

“Maybe she thinks we don’t like her, 
and so she’s being mean to us?” 

“That could be one reason. Do you 
like her?” 

“Well, I like her when she’s not be-
ing mean.” 

“So how could you show her that 
you do like her, and that there’s no 
need for her to be mean?” 

“Maybe I could invite her over to 
play after school?” 

Affirms: “That sounds like a great 
idea to me.” 



ANZAC School Service 

 

 

 

Our school ANZAC Service was adapted for our children and held today in our school gym.      

Mr Allan Vidler, former Lieutenant Commander of the Mornington RSL facilitated the service 

and Mr Neville Lloyd, member of the Frankston RSL played the Last Post and Reveille on bugle. 

The service was assisted by our school captains Charli, Harry, Georgia and Teddy who read In      

Flanders Fields and the ANZAC Requiem. They also assisted placing the wreathes that each year 

level had made at the foot of the flagpole. 

After the school service, our school captains commented on how they felt the school service 

was a touching assembly and were proud to be part of the service. They said it was an honour 

to meet both Mr Vidler and Mr Lloyd, and they were impressed how the whole school were   

respectful and considerate when remembering the ANZACs. They were amazed how the        

students remained so quiet during the minute’s silence. Our captains and students had never 

been so close to a bugle while it was played and our captains thought this was spectacular!  


