
Our Mission: 
          To motivate to learn; to teach to think; to encourage to imagine, 
                         and to show the compassion to care globally 

 Newsletter 22nd May 2017 
PYP Review 

Over the next few days we have some interstate and international visitors assessing the International Baccalaureate Primary Years 
Program we provide at Benton Junior College.  Over the past year students and teachers under the leadership of Mrs Foster and Ms 
Brasher have be conducting a self-evaluation of our program.  This evaluation has included an extensive look at the concepts that 
underpin student inquiries throughout our planned curriculum.  Our guests will visit classrooms speaking to groups of students,  
parents and teachers.  

Uniform 

I mentioned in our last newsletter that College Council requested that the summer dress only be worn during the warmer months 
and that students should now be wearing the winter uniform throughout the colder months.  I also wrote that skivvies were not part 
of our uniform under dresses.  However, I would like to clarify that last year College Council did approve that dark navy/ink skivvies 
could be worn under polo shirts both long and short sleeves (not summer dresses) for extra warmth during winter.  No other       
coloured skivvies have been approved. 

Prep Transition 

Recently I have had the pleasure of conducting the school tours for our prospective 2018 families.  The parents have been very    
interested in our school asking questions about the specialist areas we are fortunate enough to be able to offer at BJC.  Taking these 
tours allows you an opportunity to appreciate the great programs we have such as PYP, ICT, Japanese, Visual and Performing Arts 
and Physical Education.  Not to mention the extracurricular opportunities that students at BJC have such as choirs, instrumental  
music, snow and music camps and the list goes on.  We should all be very proud of the programs we are able to offer our students. 

If you currently have children at our school and have another child joining us in 2018 could you please contact the office for         
enrolment forms.  Early enrolments makes it so much easier for 2018 planning. 

Also, we have a Prep 2018 information evening on Wednesday, 31st May starting at 5.30pm.  Please tell anyone who has a child  
commencing school in 2018 about our information evening, they are more than welcome to attend. 

Early Reminder 

Our next curriculum day is terms away but could you please jot it down in your diaries. The final curriculum day for 2017 is Monday, 
6th November.  The teachers will be looking at our writing program. 

Conference 

Last Thursday and Friday I had an opportunity to attend a conference on ‘Thinking and Learning’ with our Professional Learning 
Community leaders, Alex Petrovic, Michelle Hobbs, Prue Richards and Marc Morris.  Some of the topics covered were Feedback and 
Walk Through, Assessing Higher Order Thinking Skills and How to Design Questions to Assess Student Thinking.  They were a very 
valuable two days. 

Kerry Griffin 

Principal 

REMINDER 

Please note, the ‘Kiss & Go’ is a drop off zone only. 

This is not a parking zone and cars are not to be left unattended. 
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2017 Important Dates 

Term 2 

Monday 5th June Yr1 Professor Bunsen 

Monday 5th & Wednesday 7th 
June 

Family Life Education 

Session 1:  Body Basics 

5-6pm 

Session 2: Where Did I Come From? 

6:15-7:15pm 

Session 3: Preparing for Puberty 

7:30-8:30pm 

Thursday 8th June Prep Big Day Out 

Monday 12th June Queens Birthday Public Holiday 

Friday 16th June Year 6 Media Studies Roadshow 

Monday 26th June Whole School Japanese Drumming 

Friday 30th June Last Day Term 2—2:30pm Dismissal 

Term 3 

Friday 28th July BJC Trivia Night 

 NB: These dates are accurate at the time of publishing but may change     

according to school needs. Changes to this list will be published in future  

newsletters.    

WE WANT OUR STUDENTS 
TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK 

Student Attitudes to School Survey, 2017. 

We value student voice as a means to improving    
student engagement, wellbeing and quality instruction 
and are conducting a survey to find out what your child 
thinks of our school. The Attitudes to School survey is 
an annual student survey offered by the Department of 
Education and Training to assist schools in gaining an 
understanding of students' perceptions and experience 
of school. Our school will use the survey results to 
plan programs and activities to improve your child's 
schooling experience. 
 
The Department has updated the survey for 2017 to 
include important new measures that are known to 
influence student engagement and performance.    
Students from Years 4, 5 and 6 at our school will    
participate in the survey. Your child will complete the 
survey online during school hours using a purpose 
built secure online survey tool.  It is important to note 
that we are not in any way “testing” your child. Your 
child has the right to refuse or withdraw from the     
survey at any point before, during, or after completion 
of the survey. 

Your child will be provided with a unique login to   

complete the survey. The student login is an assigned 

identifier that may be used by the Department to   

combine data for research purposes only. Your child’s 

privacy and the confidentiality of your child’s survey 

responses will be protected at all times. No identifiable 

personal data is included in the survey response file.  

The survey results will be reported back to the school 

in Term 3. No student can be identified in the results 

reported to schools or in any other report of the data.  

The overall objective of the student Attitudes to School 
survey is to collect data about the opinions of students 
to assist with planning, developing curriculum and  
supporting students.  

It provides schools with valuable data on students’ 
views of their wellbeing, teaching, learning and school 
in general. 

This year the Attitudes to School survey will be      

conducted at our school during Thursday 25th May to 

Friday 23rd June. The survey only takes 20-30 

minutes to complete and occurs during your child's 

class time. 

 

Please speak to your child’s teacher if you would like 

further information or visit the Department of           

Education and Training website: 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/

management/Pages/performsurveyat.aspx 

Why Do Teachers Send Books Home To Be Read? 

 Teachers listen to your child read, record how he or she has 

read a book and use this information to plan lessons that meet 

his or her learning needs. Teachers send books home so      

children will have valuable opportunities to practise what is 

taught at school. 

 Your child may have already read the take-home book with a 

teacher, buddy or parent helper. However, as with any        

developing skill, additional practice will help your child to    

improve.  

 Additional reading will help your child develop word         

recognition, comprehension and fluency skills. 

 Home reading allows you as a parent to get a sense of how 

your child is progressing with their reading skills. 

 All children like to receive positive feedback. Listening to your 

child read is a great opportunity to congratulate him or her on 

what they are doing well. This positive reinforcement will help 

your child to see themselves as readers. 

 The more children read the better readers they become! 

Lorraine Hart 

English curriculum leader 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/management/Pages/performsurveyat.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/management/Pages/performsurveyat.aspx




 Last Thursday all children in Year 1 saw a live telecast of a Melbourne Symphony Orchestra concert. It was led by the great 
Australian Jazz Musician James Morrison. During the concert James explained the roles of the different parts of the       
orchestra and pointed out many of the instruments. It fitted in perfectly with our unit on the instrument families of the 
orchestra and the children thoroughly enjoyed the concert. It was enjoyable and provided the Year 1 children with further 
musical knowledge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We will also take this opportunity for some important reminders. Production rehearsals are on every day in both the    
senior and junior music rooms. It is essential that all cast members check the Senior Music Room door every day for     
rehearsal times/locations. Rehearsals are at a crucial stage and cast members cannot afford to miss them. The dates for 
the production have been confirmed as Tuesday 15th and Thursday 17th of August during Week 5 of Term 3. All cast mem-
bers have been given a notice with all relevant details.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Members of the BJC rock band are also reminded that we are in full rehearsals in preparation to play for the production. 

They are currently busy rehearsing ‘We Will Rock You’ and ‘Peter Gunn theme’ and will shortly begin work on Coldplay’s 

‘Yellow’. The bands main role well be to play during set changes and for an extended set during the interval. Practise takes 

place in the senior music room during lunch break each Wednesday and Friday. Instruments and music must be brought to 

each session. 

Families are once again reminded that the Mornington Community Music Camp will take place during Week 1 of Term 3 
Wed 19th to 21st July.  
 
Paul Seaman and Ant Richards, 
Music teachers 
 
 
 



Our current unit of Inquiry ... 

CENTRAL IDEA: Waste is a by product 

of human Lifestyle and impacts on our 

environment. 

Key Concepts: Responsibility  

Attitudes: cooperation, respect 

Profile: caring, principled 

The children have been keen 

inquirers into recycling this 

term and have enjoyed   

learning about how to reuse 

unwanted items. They were 

very enthusiastic when using 

unwanted items from around 

their homes to design and 

make their own robot. We saw 

some impressive designs.  

Our last Unit of Inquiry was… 

Central Idea: Lifestyle choices affect our bodies 

in different ways  

We held a healthy lifestyles day where the children rotated 

around different experiences. The children gained a lot 

from the day while having so much of fun.  

This week the children have listened to “A Rivers    

Journey-an interactive story” and acted out the journey 

of a platypus living in the river. Waste was added to 

the river and the children  discussed the effects of this 

on the platypus and the impact that human lifestyle 

had on the river and all the animals that inhabited it. 



 

SAVE THE DATE 
FRIDAY 28.07.2017  

 

Coming soon to The Peninsula CommunityTheatre near you 

Benton Junior College Proudly Presents 

SUPERHEROES vs VILLAINS  

PARENTS FANCY DRESS AND TRIVIA NIGHT 

The BJC Fund Raising Team are calling out to our parents Super Powers to help make this night a success. We are asking 
for people within our school community who may wish to support in making donations. We are looking for support in raising 

funds for our school by means of products, services or vouchers. All donations will be used as silent auction and raffle prizes, 
In return we can offer your business/services and your logo to be advertised on our big screen on the night. 

If you would like more information or wish to make a donation, please contact either: 

Jenny Brenton:        mobile 0400707172 

      email jenniferbrenton74@gmail.com 

           Alicia Newnham: mobile 0412363363 

       email alicianewnham@bigpond.com  

 

Please keep your X-Ray Vison at the ready for more information on compass within the next few weeks? 

 

 

 

mailto:jenniferbrenton74@gmail.com


 

Student Wellbeing 
 

Each year National Reconciliation Week celebrates and builds on the respectful relationships 

shared by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and other Australians. It is a time for 

all Australians to learn about our shared histories, cultures and achievements, and to explore 

how each of us can join the national reconciliation journey. National Reconciliation Week is 

held from 27th May to 3rd June each year. Preceded by National Sorry Day on 26th May,    

National Reconciliation Week is bookended by two key events in Australia’s history, which 

provide strong symbols for reconciliation: 

 

 27 May 1967 – the referendum that saw more than 90 per cent of Australians vote to give the Australian Government power to 

make laws for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and recognise them in the census.  

 3 June 1992 – the Australian High Court delivered the Mabo decision, which recognised that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people have a special relationship with the land. This paved the way for land rights or Native Title. 

We will be recognising reconciliation week in a number of our classrooms and I look forward to sharing some of the wonderful learning 

that will be taking place within our next school newsletter. 

Lunchtime Clubs at BJC 

We are currently working on building a variety of Lunchtime Clubs for our children to participate in during lunch times or recesses 

throughout the week. I will be sharing those clubs through the newsletter once the finer details are organised. At present we run… 

 Art Club Year 3-6 with Miss Hannan – Thursday Lunchtime 

 Junior Choir with Miss Paul – Tuesday Lunchtime 

 Running/Fitness Club with Mr Hogarth – Wednesday Recess  

Lunchtime Clubs are an excellent way for our children to build their social skills outside the classroom or further explore areas of    

learning that they are interested in and passionate about. I would like to thank the children from the Year 3-6 Art Club who worked  

together under the guidance of Miss Hanna to create a beautiful piece of Art for my office. I just LOVE it, thank you! 

 

 

Kirsten Smith 

Welfare 


