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Carols Night 
Well done to all our students who really got us in the Christmas spirit by joining in our Carols Night.  Thank you 
to our parents and guardians who came along for a picnic and sing along.  A good night was had by all. 

Staffing Changes for 2017 
It has been a busy time with staffing changes and employment of new staff.  The staffing changes that are occur-
ring are due to staff taking on new business opportunities outside education, staff taking maternity leave, a staff 
member successfully gaining a scholarship to complete their Master’s Degree, retirement and ill health.  We 
have been extremely lucky with employing staff who come to us with a wealth of experience. 
 
Slip Slap Slop  
At this time of the year it is extremely important that we take care of our skin by remembering to  ‘Slip, Slop and 
Slap”.  Below I have included some facts about sun exposure from the SunSmart web site. 

 “Anywhere you go UV will damage unprotected skin. And it just keeps adding up.”  

We usually think of sunburn as something that happens at the beach. But did you know more of us get sunburnt 
during day-to-day activities like hanging the washing, weekend BBQs or heading outside to grab lunch? 

We might not think of these everyday moments as times we need sun protection, but this ‘incidental’ UV dam-
age also contributes to our risk of cancer. Over time, this UV damage can result in premature ageing, eye dam-
age, sunspots, and ultimately, skin cancer.  



Your skin is like a memory bank – it remembers all the sunburns, all the tans and all the time you spent exposed 
to the sun’s ultraviolet (UV) radiation, without sun protection. 

To prevent UV damage – and cut your risk of skin cancer – protect your skin this summer. SunSmart recommends 
choosing a sunscreen that is at least SPF30 or higher, broad-spectrum and water-resistant. All SPF30 and SPF50 
sunscreens offer very similar UVB protection i.e. approx 97% of UVB is blocked if the sunscreen is applied correct-
ly. According to the TGA regulations and Australian Standards Test protocol a broad-spectrum sunscreen must 
block more than 90% of UVA rays. An SPF30 sunscreen blocks 96.7% of UV and transmits the remaining 3.3%. An 
SPF50 sunscreen blocks 98% of UV.  

It’s the sun’s ultraviolet (UV) radiation – not heat – that causes sunburn, premature ageing, eye damage and skin 
damage, which can ultimately lead to skin cancer. UV cannot be seen or felt. It is not like the sun’s light which we 
see, or the sun’s warmth (infrared radiation) which we feel. Because we can’t sense UV radiation, we won’t know 
it’s damaged our skin until it’s already too late. 
 
The best way to make sure that you’re going to be protected when you need to be, is to check the sun protection 
times on the free SunSmart app and use a combination of the five sun protection steps during these times. 
It’s never too late to improve your sun protection habits and cut your skin cancer risk. While sun exposure in the 
first 10 years of life determines a person's lifetime potential for skin cancer, sun exposure in later life determines 
the extent to which this potential is realised. You can reduce your risk of skin cancer at any age by improving your 
sun protection use, whether you are 15 or 50. 
 
Uniform 
I have been asked by PSW to ask our Year 5 parents to contact the Frankston store before you go to purchase the 
2017 Year 6 polo shirt.  Next year’s polo shirt will have a small contrasting stripe on the collar and they are not in 
the store yet.  PSW anticipate they will be in the store early January but please call before you make the trip. 
This is a reminder to parents that when you are purchasing your child’s school shoes for 2017 that our Uniform 
Policy states that they are to be black with navy socks.  Our uniform is compulsory and this includes shoes and 
socks.  
 
Not Returning 
If your child/ren are not returning to Benton Junior College in 2017 could you please inform the office as this will 
assist with our class lists next year. 
 
2017 First days back: 
Teachers return to school on Monday 30th  January 2017.  The first 2 days of the year Monday, 30th and Tuesday, 
31st January are Curriculum Days.  On Monday 30th the staff will have opportunity to listen to Dr Richard Ei-
senmajer who is an expert psychologist on Autism.  Over the next day and half the staff will work on their plan-
ning for our Primary Years Program, Reading and Maths programs. 
Year 1 to Year 6 students return to school on Wednesday, 1st February 2017. 
Our Preps / Foundation students begin on Monday, 6th February 2017. 
 
Kerry Griffin - Principal 

This is the last week for year level assemblies. 

Final whole school assembly will be held at 9.10am on the 20th December in the big gym.  

Please look under beds and in cupboards and return all Resource Hub  

and take home books by the 9th December. 

http://www.sunsmart.com.au/tools/interactive-tools/free-sunsmart-app


STUDENT ABSENCES 
Please remember to log on to Compass for all 
student absences.  If you have misplaced your 

login details please email the school: 
hilli.sarah.a@edumail.vic.gov.au  

2016 Important dates Term 4 

Tuesday 6th December 2017 Prep Orientation 

Year 7 Orientation 

Friday 9th December Please complete and return 

Parent Payment Charges 2017 forms  

Tuesday 13th—Wednesday 14th 
December 

Year 3 Manyung Camp 

Wednesday 14th December Year 4 Beach Fun Day 

Wednesday 14th December Year 5 Community Walk 

Wednesday 14th December Year 6 Graduation 

Thursday 15th December Year 5 Kokoda Track 

Friday 16th December Year 6 Big Day Out 

Monday 19th December Whole School Sports Morning 

Tuesday 20th December Last Day of School 

1:30pm dismissal 

2017 Important dates Term 1 

Monday 30th January Staff Commence 

Tuesday 31st January Student Free Day 

Staff Professional Development 

Wednesday 1st February School year begins for Year 1 to 6 

(NO PREPS) 

Monday 6th February Preps Commence 

 NB: These dates are accurate at the time of publishing but may change 

according to school needs. Changes to this list will be published in   future 

newsletters.    

Music continues to progress very well as we 
near the end of another busy but extremely ex-
citing year at  Benton Junior College. Children 
from all year levels have been busy learning and 
rehearsing Christmas carols and other seasonal 
songs as we count down to Christmas time and 
the holiday period. 
This year the children have had many opportu-
nities to play various musical instruments and in 
many cases for the first time. The Preps and 
Year Ones have often played the wide range of 
percussion instruments including maracas, 
rhythm sticks, shakers and tambourines, while 
the Year Two’s have been playing our recently 
purchased glockenspiels. The Year Three’s have 
completed a full unit to introduce them to the 
recorder, while both Years Four and Six have 
been playing the ukulele. The Year Five children 
have completed a major unit on African drums 
and percussion. We strongly believe in giving 
the children as many opportunities to play in-
struments as possible and they have responded 
brilliantly in 2016. 
Paul Seaman, Ant Richards  



World Kindness Day  
 

Walking through the Year 6 building recently  

we noticed a sign, “Be the change you want to  

see in the world”. It got us thinking about  

World Kindness Day, which is celebrated  

globally on November 13th each year. In a  

similar vein, the Year 4 students earlier in the  

year inquired into how, ‘Our community is  

only as good as we make it’ and we thought  

what a brilliant way of connecting some of the  

5 essential elements of our PYP program that  

we are looking to teach our students from Prep through to Year 6 about being empathetic, appreciative and caring 
citizens. These big ideas filter through into all aspects of the children’s lives now and will do so into their future. 

 

 

 

So in the Art Rooms recently (in celebration of World Kindness  

Day) we used some post-it notes to make a mural of positive  

messages that children's (and adults!) could look at and hopefully feel  

good about themselves and their place in our not-so-little school  

community. These are hanging right next to the wonderful works  

the Year 4 students completed during their inquiry into what  

makes a successful community, where they created their own  

Louise Nevelson-inspired positive messages. You can check this  

display out in the Performing Arts Centre, which the Art Display  

Club children thought might be nice given the amount of visitors we  

have there on a regular basis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Small words and random acts of kindness, such as  

acknowledgements of appreciation, can really improve  

a person’s day whether you are big or small. 

Kindness to self is equally as important as kindness to  

others.   

 

 

 

Emma Hannan and Michele Marshall 

Visual Art Teachers 



Congratulations boys on being committed to 
training and learning how to play rugby! 

On Friday the 25th November Seb (414) and I 
went to greet our team mates. We had been 
training and were selected to play in the Victo-
rian Niue under 12’s rugby team at the Oceania 
Heritage Cup. My nation was Niue and the oth-
er nations were Auckland Niueans, Tonga, Sa-
moa, ACT, NSW Niueans, NZ M and the NZ Ki-
wis.  

We first played against the Auckland  Niueans 
and we won. I forget all the other teams we 
played except on Sunday morning. Our game 
was at 8am in Tatterson Park Keysbourgh. We 
played Samoa white and lost our first game for 
the whole tournament but my best friend 
scored by me chipping it to the side and him 
catching it and scoring. Then we played the oth-
er Samoa team and won. We got into the 
grand final and played the best we could. Un-
fortunately we lost and come runners up in the 
tournament.  

We did the haka, a Mauri war dance. I shared 
some lollies with my friends. I watched some of 
the others finals and then it was time for me to 
say goodbye and head home after my very 
busy three days. 

By Tavaka [416] 

Thank you to all our families and friends for attending the  

Christmas Carols Night. Special thanks to David Halls and  

Darren Newman for staying behind and helped pack away.  

Oceania Heritage Cup 



じこしょうかい   Self Introduction - Self assessments 

 

Recently, students in Mrs. Jones’ Years 2 – 6 Japanese classes were given the opportunity to self assess themselves on 
their self-introductions. Students practiced their self-introduction with the whole class, then paired up and recited their 
self-intro to their partner. Next, they decided if they were 'high, medium or low'. 

 

Objective: I can introduce myself in Japanese        

Low: unsure of next sentence, unsure of pronunciation            

Medium (I can): some eye contact, good pace, sometimes looking at screen for prompts 

High: eye contact, confident voice, fluent pace        

Note: new students (since Term 1) haven't learnt their self-intro specifically: we spent all of Term 1 learning it!  
       

 

The results are impressive! The total of students at BJC who 'can say or confidently say their self-intro’ is 92%!  

Here’s a breakdown of the year levels: 

 

 

      

Year 2  Year 2  

Low Medium High Total  Low Medium High Med + High      
(I can!) 

4 20 19 43  9% 47% 44% 91% 

         

         

Year 3  Year 3  

Low Medium High Total  Low Medium High Med + High      
(I can!) 

7 32 44 83  8% 39% 53% 92% 

         

         

Year 4  Year 4  

Low Medium High Total  Low Medium High Med + High      
(I can!) 

2 44 43 89  2% 49% 48% 98% 

         

         

Year 5  Year 5  

Low Medium High Total  Low Medium High Med + High      
(I can!) 

8 26 19 53  15% 49% 36% 85% 

         

         

Year 6  Year 6  

Low Medium High Total  Low Medium High Med + High      
(I can!) 

3 30 48 81  4% 37% 59% 96% 








