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Our Mission: 
          To motivate to learn; to teach to think; to encourage to imagine, 
                         and to show the compassion to care globally Newsletter 
Fundraising 
 

As you would all be aware our all our fundraising efforts this year are going towards some new play 
equipment which will be placed up on the oval area.  Students from Benton Voice with Mr Dyring have 
been extremely busy over the past few weeks meeting with suppliers of play equipment and choosing 
the type of equipment they would love to see in our school.  These suppliers have been developing de-
signs in consultation with our students.   These designs will then be presented to Benton Voice students 
and College Council for further discussion and selection. 
 
Education Week 
 

What a wonderful turnout for our ‘Education Week’ activities.  Thank you to the staff for organising the 
awesome activities and for the students showing their parents how to complete them.  It is a great 
chance to showcase our school and acknowledge the excellent work we do here. 
 
School Crossings 
 

Could parents please chat to their children about the importance of walking their bikes and scooters 
across the school crossings.  Unfortunately we have had some students riding their bikes and scooters 
across the crossings which could prove extremely dangerous. 
 
2017 Enrolments 
 

Enrolments forms for 2017 Preps are available from the office now.  If you know of any families looking 
at schools for next year please tell them to contact our office to organise a school tour. 
 
Uniform  
 

Firstly I would like to thank all parents for supporting our School Uniform Policy.  Once again we have in-
cluded it in our newsletter for you to read.  Benton Junior College has always had a compulsory uniform 
so when you enrol at our college it is expected that your child/ren will be in correct uniform.  
Some of the uniform has changed in fabric and a school dress for warmer months has been added.  Black 
shoes and navy socks have always been part of the uniform from when the school opened.  As the 
weather is getting cooler I ask parents to dress their child/ren in the uniform items more suited to the 
cooler weather. This includes navy trackpants,  bootleg pants and pleated skirts.   
 
Kerry Griffin 
Principal 



Physical Education 

The weather was again beautiful for the Mornington District Cross Country, which was held at Penbank 
Primary School last Friday 20th May. Benton had over 80 children from Years 2-6 competing in a number 
of muddy, gruelling Cross Country events. The top 10 placegetters in the Year 9/10, 11 and 12/13 races 
will now progress to the Peninsula Division Cross Country to be held at the Hasting’s Foreshore on 
Wednesday  1st  June. The 7/8 year old age group was an exhibition race to give the younger children a 
taste of things to come. We have a huge amount of talented runners at Benton. The children progressing 
to the next level-  Peninsula Division Race: Lulu B, Maddy M, Archie H, Thomas N, Lucas N, Daniel B, 
Reece M, Zoe H, Georgia T, Alex C, Harper T, Teddy B, Tayla G, Jayden A and Leo F. 

In finishing, it was great to see the large amount of parents that turned up not only to support their chil-
dren, but assist the staff on the day with setting up and packing up, I know the teachers appreciated it as 
did their children. 

Jabyn Hogarth 

Music 

Music is progressing exceptionally well at Benton Junior College in Term 2. The Year 5 and Year 6 children 
are all working on very exciting and challenging projects. Our Year 5’s are learning all about African drums 
and have been creating some incredible group rhythms and amazing sounds, while the Year 6 children are 
nearing completion of their group “Hip Hop” projects. It has been excellent to see and hear the children 
working so cooperatively in group situations. We are certainly looking forward to hearing the results. 
 
Excitement is also building in anticipation of the Mornington Community Music Camp. Many of our young 
musicians are looking forward to it. Families are reminded that the camp will take place at the Briars from 
Wednesday July 13 until Friday July 15 2016. It promises to be a great experience. 
 
Paul Seaman and Ant Richards 



 

2016 Important dates Term 2 

26-27 May Year 4 Gondwana Walkabout Guide 
Tour 

26  May Year 1 Professor Bunsen  

13 June Queens Birthday Public Holiday 

13 –16 June Year 5 Arts Extraviganza 

22 June Reports available on Compass today 

24 June Last Day of Term 2  

2.30pm Dismissal 

11 July First Day of Term 3 

 NB: These dates are accurate at the time of publishing but 

may change according to school needs. Changes to this list 

will be published in future newsletters.  

NETBALL 
The Benton Netball Club will 
enter new Year 1, 2 and 3 
teams in a Mornington Begin-
ner Netball Competition at 
8.15am on Saturdays in Term 4. 
New Year 4, 5 and 6 teams 
would play at later Saturday 
mornings times against experi-
enced teams. 
New teams at all year levels will be formed if: 

1. There is enough players to form a team (boys 
may play), and 

2. There is an adult willing to take the role of a 
coach. 

Training for the new teams will be in the school 
gymnasium on Thursdays 3.15 to 4.15pm during 
Term 3. 
If you would like your child to play with the Benton 
Netball Club please collect a notice from Mr Jeff 
O’Donnell or the school office. 

からては楽しい   Karate fun! 

This term, all Japanese classes have been extremely for-
tunate to participate in a free karate incursion with 
Sensei Peter Hollowood. Each week, Sensei has come to Benton for the day to teach a physical session 
that involved basic techniques and improving reaction times. That’s 37 classes over a total of 7 days!  

 

Thank you so much Sensei Peter for volunteering your time and your skills to our school. If you are inter-
ested in taking karate lessons, please contact him for a special Benton offer. Well done to all students for 
ensuring they do not use their karate skills during playtimes. We were 
really glad to see the students learning karate, practising their Japanese 
language and having a terrific time.  

 

すごい！  Sugoi! Great!  

ジョーンズ先生    スミス先生   ウイクス先生 

Mrs Adele Jones  Mrs Thea Smith  Mrs Vanessa Wickes 

 

2016 STAFF CURRICULUM DAYS 
Monday 31 October 

NOTE: Students do not attend on these dates. 

Mrs Jones, Class 

631 and Class 413 

enjoying the Karate 

session. 



 
 

The unit has seen students immersed in a ‘Hands on Science’ incursion, where they experimented with chem-
ical reactions and physical changes of various liquids, solids and gases. Students were also excited to make 
playdough, paper mache and cupcakes as they discovered how materials can be changed to make new ob-
jects. It was fantastic to see the different and engaging presentations last week. Just some of the investiga-
tions included making popcorn, woollen scarves, pasta jewellery, volcanoes, prawn crackers, plastic milk, 
slime, jelly, metal and meringues! 

 
Students impressed with the confidence they showed when presenting the steps they took to change their 
material, identify their observable properties and explain why the changes were needed. We thank the Year 
Two parents for the help and support you provided to help your child prepare for their presentation. We 
hope our students take the skills they have gained during this unit and continue to investigate the world 
around them. 

  

Program of Inquiry 
Clever! Inventive! Creative! Curious! 

These are just some of the ‘observable proper-
ties’ demonstrated in our students over the last 

week as they investigated, prepared and present-
ed their science inquiry project for the unit, 

 
‘Materials May Change to Form New Objects’ 

 

Year Two News // Mathematics 
Students in Year Two have been learning about Measurement and Geometry. They have learned 

about 2D shapes, 3D objects, measuring length and area, and using directional language. 

 
Key areas of teaching and learning 
* 3D objects are made up out of 2D shapes 
* Measuring skills and how to choose appropriate things to measure with 
* How to use a ruler to measure small objects 
* Using a compass to follow north, east, south, west directions 
 
Challenging Task 

I drew some 2D shapes but I have forgotten what they were. I can remember that there were 19 corners and 
20 sides. What could I have drawn? 

 
Trivia- What 3D object am I? 

3 points: I have 8 corners, 12 edges and 6 faces  
2 points: My faces are all squares 
1 point: I look like a dice 
 
 

A:  Cube 





 

More functions will 
be added to  

Compass in the  
future, including: 

We are pleased to introduce a new service for families called        
Compass.   Compass will become the primary tool used for communi-
cation between the college and home.  As parents, you will be able to 
login to Compass via the school website:  
www.bentonjuniorcollege.com 
 
Each family has an individual login for Compass which was posted to families 
last week, you can login and start using Compass straight away.  Please con-
tact the office if you have not received your login letter yet. 

 
There are a number of functions available for parents.  
 

Attendance - view your child’s attendance online, approve absences, and 
indicate future absence.  

Reports - view your child’s report as an electronic PDF file.  
Parent/Student/Teacher interviews - make appointments with teachers.  
News Feed – the school will post news to parents to remind you about 

events and activities at the college. Your news feed will be customised, 
showing only the information relevant to you and your children.  

Email address and mobile phone number - update your details through the 
Compass link on our college website. The details listed will be used to 
send emails and SMS alerts.  

Newsletter – the newsletter will be published on Compass and parents will 
be able to login to view it.  

Teacher email – parents can email their child’s teachers directly.  
 
Once you login, Compass will prompt you to verify your phone number and 
email address. You will be asked to change your password (numbers only, at 
least 4 digits long). Please logon at least two times a week. 
 
If you need your password reset, or need any assistance, please contact the 
office.  
 

Training sessions will be held on Thursday afternoons from 
3.30pm in the Gym Foyer if you would likes assistance with 

setting up and using Compass.  

Compass  
Functions: 

http://www.bentonjuniorcollege.com.au


               ‘OUR SUNSET,  

MY WORLD’ 

Victoria-Wide Exhibition of Student Art 

Federation Square July 23rd 2016 

Dear Parents… 

We are so excited that your child’s school is participating in this very special Event. Let me share with you 
about this Exhibition and why it is such a special one.  This is the first ever public ‘Exhibition of Victorian 
Schools Art’ for students from primary and secondary schools to be held at FEDERATION SQUARE. We will 
be using both the Atrium and The Edge Gallery. The Exhibition will form part of the Cambodia Australia 
New Zealand Friendship Festival. We are delighted to be working with this group with the shared vi-
son ..to  make a  huge difference to Cambodia through Education (our Exhibition) and exploring opportu-
nities for Trade and Tourism (the Festival). 

The Exhibition now has over 100 schools participating.  Your student’s artwork is a gift to the children of 
Cambodia.  All the student artwork will be silently auctioned on Saturday July 23rd at Federation Square. 
There will also be a LIVE AUCTION of a selection of paintings by the children from ODA and amazing pho-
tos from a student saved from the streets of Phnom Penh through FLAME CA  MBODIA/Bong Paoun.  
 
The theme of the Exhibition, ‘Our Sunset, My World’, is to inspire our children to appreciate and value the 
rich diversity of ‘their’ world appreciating how ‘lucky ‘and blessed they are to live in a country like Aus-
tralia. The Exhibition will have the dual purpose of highlighting our children’s art while raising awareness 
and funds for disadvantaged children in Cambodia, providing them with much needed opportunities for 
education and a future. We will be supporting two remarkable organizations: ODA (Opportunities for De-
velopment Thru Art) in Siem Reap and FLAME CAMBODIA/formerly known as the Bong Pouan Project in 
Phnom Penh.  
To read more see our Facebook page  https://www.facebook.com/haveaheartforcambodia. 
 
There is NO charge to enter artwork or attend the Exhibition. The Exhibition will be open from 10.00am 
on SATURDAY JULY 23 2016.   We will have an Official Opening at 3.00pm featuring performances and the 
LIVE Auctions. 
Please support your school and this Event, raising funds for the disadvantaged children of Cambodia by 
joining us at Federation Square on SATURDAY JULY 23rd. 
 
Kind regards 
 

Julie Lach 
Director: Have a Heart for Cambodia 
enquiries@haveaheartforcambodia.com 
 

https://www.facebook.com/haveaheartforcambodia


 

Social Media & Our School 
Be a positive role model by demonstrating   re-
spectful and responsible behaviours when com-
municating with and about your child’s school 
online.  
 
Times have changed 
A few years ago parents discussed concerns or issues with friends at the school gate. Today, with the internet, 
mobile phones and social media, discussions between you and your friends can reach a far wider audience than 
ever before. Social media can provide an enjoyable way to socialise online and keep you connected with what is 
going on in your school community. While these technologies can be great for sharing ideas and keeping in 
touch, don’t forget that comments about your school community can have greater impact than expected and can 
have very real consequences for the reputations of individuals including teachers, principals, other parents, stu-
dents and yourself. As a parent and carer, you are your child’s first role model when it comes to online behaviour. 
Make sure your online conduct demonstrates how they can use social media respectfully and safely. There are 
also legal implications around what people are able post and share about others. The idea of privacy in the online 
world can be confusing but essentially posting or sharing personal information about another person online re-
quires consent. 
 

Top tips for positive and respectful online communication with your 
school community 
Avoid posting negative comments that identify your school or individuals. 
Feedback from the school community is important for schools and the department. Each Victorian Government 
school has a complaints process for raising concerns. If you have a concern, rather than go online, speak directly 
to your child’s teacher, Assistant Principal or Principal. If after having this conversation you feel that your con-

cerns have not been resolved, you can contact the Community Liaison Officer at your closest Department of Edu-

cation and Training Regional 
Office, who will assist you and the school to find a solution. For more information on raising a concern or issue 

with your child’s school see: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/contact/ 

Pages/complainschool.aspx Remember: serious instances of inappropriate online behavior may constitute a crimi-

nal offence and become a police matter. School staff may obtain personal legal advice if they feel that online con-
tent seriously impacts their reputation. 
 

Try not to be emotive or hasty. Keep comments calm and polite. 
Before you post something online about your child’s school ask yourself: 

 Am I being a good role model for my child? 

 Will this information reflect badly on me? 

 Does the school community or individual really need to know this information? 

 Is this information relevant, helpful and positive? 

 Will this information upset or embarrass the school community or an individual? 

 Am I making situation worse? If things do get heated online consider logging out and taking time  

 

Be aware of what you are sharing and with whom. 
Remember that the legal implications around sharing personal information applies to images and 
video presented online. As the parent/carer of your child, you have the right to choose who sees your child’s per-

sonal information, including their image online. You also have a responsibility to not share the personal details of 

other children. If you upload photos on social media of school events, be aware of who is in the background. 
Some parents and caregivers do not want themselves or their children on social media. It is recommended that 
you never tag a child’s image with any personal information. If your child’s personal information or image has 
been shared on social media without your consent you can request its removal by the social network hosting it. All 
Victorian Government schools have a policy on if and when it is appropriate to use cameras for filming or photo-
graphing school events. You can contact your child’s school for more information. If you share pictures of your 
children publicly through online photo-sharing sites and hashtags, remember that once it is shared, you have no 
control over how it is used or by whom. To avoid these photos being shared by others or used for purposes with-



Get to know social media. 
It may be helpful to research online networks and mobile applications. In particular look at: 
• Terms of Use 
• Policies and procedures for the removal of content 
• Privacy settings 
 

Be proactive. 
If you see something you feel should be removed, flag it. Some sites will allow you to do this anonymously. 

 
Address inappropriate content. 
If you encounter inappropriate content online, there are a number of steps you can take: 
• Refrain from responding. 
• Take a screen capture or print a copy of the concerning online content. 

• If you think the content is explicit, pornographic or exploitative of minors, contact the eSafety Commission https://
esafety. gov.au/complaints-and-reporting 

• Block the offending user. 
• If the inappropriate or negative comments are in regards to your child’s school or members of the school commu-
nity you should also contact the school Principal. 
• Report the content to the social media provider (e.g. Facebook). Providers can remove content that contravenes 
their Terms of Use. 
 

How do I report inappropriate content? 
Most website have a ‘report/block this person’ or ‘report/block this content’ function. Links to report or block users 

can be found below: 

 
Facebook 
www.facebook.com/safety      

Instagram 
help.instagram.com  

Google (including YouTube) 
google.com/support/go/legal      

Tumblr 
www.tumblr.com/help 

Twitter 
support.twitter.com 

eSafety Commissioner 
https://www.esafety.gov.au/complaints-and-reporting 

 
Further information 
eSafety Commissioner https://www.esafety.gov.au/ 
Bully Stoppers www.education.vic.gov.au/bullystoppers 
 

https://esafety
https://esafety
http://www.facebook.com/safety
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/bullystoppers


School Uniform 
We are proud of our school uniform which is readily identified within our broader community, and when children are on ex-
cursion away from our school. Wearing a school uniform can: 

 help your child feel like they belong in their school 

 place all students on the same level in terms of clothing 

 assist school staff in easily identifying students on school excursions 

 give children a sense of pride in their school. 
 

Each Victorian government school has a school council that decides on the uniform guidelines for the school. The Benton Jun-
ior College School Council requires all children to wear the Benton school uniform during school hours, while travelling to and 
from school and when they are engaged in school activities out of school hours. 
Together, we encourage all children and their families to support our school uniform. When a student is unable to wear the 
correct school uniform we ask that parents provide a written note to the child’s teacher. In cases of persistent breaches of the 
uniform code, school staff will: 
speak privately to the student to encourage him/her to observe the school dress code. 
provide advice to parents and a note home informing that their child has been out of uniform. The note will seek parental co-

operation and support. 
parents may then be contacted by school staff to remedy the situation. 
 
Primary School Wear: Supplier of our school uniform. 
Our School Council has arranged to provide good quality clothing for children at the best rates available. There is a large 
choice of uniform items available. The School Council has authorised Primary School Wear (PSW) as the supplier of the correct 
school uniform for Benton Junior College. Please refer to the PSW website for all school uniform clothing. 
    
Approved Benton Junior College school uniform supplier: 
Primary School Wear Uniform, located at 21 Playne St, Frankston is open Tuesday to Friday 8:30 am to 5:00pm, and Saturdays 
9.00am to 4.00pm (Closed Mondays). 
Phone 03 9769 6510, www.psw.com.au/retail/shops/ 
 
Should parents experience difficulty meeting the cost of uniform items, they are encouraged to discuss the matter with their 
child’s teacher, and if need, to arrange for further assistance by contacting our school office 
 
Lost clothing: 
Each year there are many valuable, unclaimed items of school uniform found without name tags and stored in lost property. 
Please ensure all items of uniform are clearly labelled with a waterproof laundry marker, so they may be returned promptly if 
misplaced. 
 
Clarification for particular items of uniform and dress code: 

School shoes are black and may be either canvas or leather. Black shoe laces are to be worn, no bright fluoro colored lac-
es. 

School socks are navy blue. 
Hair must be tied back. 
Natural hair colours only. 
No make-up including nail polish. 
No jewellery except one set of sleepers or studs in lower earlobes. 

Approved School Uniform List   
Short Sleeve Orange/Tangerine Polo 
Long Sleeve Orange/Tangerine Polo 
Short Sleeve Cobalt Blue Polo (Year 6 only) 
Navy Track Pant 
Navy Bootleg Pant 
Navy Short 
Navy Skort 
Navy Pleated Skirt 
Zip Jacket 
Cobalt Blue Spray Jacket 
Summer Dress 
Navy Socks 
Bucket Hat (Terms 1 and 4 only) 
Black Shoes, either canvas or leather with black laces  

 
For sports events (PE and Sport): school shorts, shirt (house color) and sports shoe/runners. 

http://www.psw.com.au/retail/shops/

