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Foundation Information Night   
On Wednesday 31st May we conducted an information night for interested parents of 2018 Foundation students.  I was incredibly    
impressed by our two College Captains Charli and Harry who spoke to the parents about their experiences at BJC.  They did an  amazing 
job and I know lots of parents commented on how confidently they spoke.  It was very well attended and a special thank you to our   
Foundation teachers who attended the evening meeting and opened up their rooms for the parents to wonder around in. If you still 
have a Prep to enrol for 2018, please do so as soon as possible as we would like to establish our staffing.  Enrolment forms are available 
from the office.  
 

Approving Outstanding Absences on Compass 
So that the most accurate data can be uploaded into your child's Semester Reports, could all parents please ensure that they approve 
any outstanding absences for their child on Compass.   
 
Entering any absences directly into Compass on the day your child is away from school or ahead of time where possible, is the best way 
to stay up to date with approving absences.  
 
To approve or enter an absence please look for the green  + (Add Note/Approval) on you Compass Parent Portal home page or in each 
child's individual profile and follow the prompts. Below I have included information from DET about absences.  
 Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education. Students learn new things at school every 

day –missing school puts them behind. 
  We all want our students to get a great education, and the building blocks for a great education begin with students coming to 
 school each and every day. 
  If students miss school regularly, they miss out on learning the fundamental skills that will set them up for success in the later 
 years of school. 
  There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them behind, and can affect their              
 educational outcomes.  

  Each missed day is associated with progressively lower achievement in numeracy, writing and reading. 
 

Getting in early  
Attendance patterns are established early – a child regularly missing days in kindergarten or in the early years of school will often     
continue to miss classes in the later years, and receive lower test scores than their classmates. It’s vital that students go to school every 
day – even in the early years of primary school. 
What we can do  
The main reasons for absence are: 
Sickness – There are always times when students need to miss school, such as when they’re ill. It’s vital that they’re only away on the 
days they are genuinely sick, and setting good sleep patterns, eating well and exercising regularly can make a big difference. 
Holidays— It's vital that holidays are planned during school holidays where possible, and not during the term if it can be avoided. 
“Day off” – Think twice before letting your child have a “day off” as they could fall behind their classmates – every day counts. 
Truancy – This is when students choose not to go to school without their parent’s permission. There can be many reasons for truancy. 
The best way to address this is for schools and parents to work together. 
 

If for any reason your child must miss school, there are things you can do with your school to ensure they don’t fall behind: 

 Speak with your classroom teacher and find out what work your child needs to do to keep up. 
 Develop an absence learning plan with your teacher and ensure your child completes the plan. 
 

Remember, every day counts. If your child must miss school, speak with your classroom teacher as early as possible. Openly             
communicating with your child's school about all absences is a good way to prevent attendance issues being escalated to a School 
Attendance Officer. A School Attendance Officer is a Department of Education and Training Regional Director who has authority to   
follow up attendance issues. Attendance issues that are escalated can lead to an Infringement Notice. If you’re having attendance    
issues with your child, please let your classroom teacher know so we can work together to get your child to school every day. 
For more information and resources to help address attendance issues,  
visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/school/parents/behaviour/Pages/studentattendance.aspx 
 



Positive Psychology  
I mentioned previously that I had attended a conference where there was a presentation on positive psychology.  I have included some 
information from author Frances Totney about 5 positive actions parents can take to help their children become confident and        
resilient. 

1. Provide a safe and engaging space. 
  A safe, supervised and protected environment where children can explore and experiment in play is vital to encourage 
  children to develop their skills and feel engaged in activities they enjoy. 
2. Create a positive learning environment. 
  Parents are their child’s first teachers. Respond positively to interactions they initiate including requests for help, advice, 
  attention and information. Offer encouragement while assisting them to learn to solve problems themselves. 
3. Use assertive discipline. 
  Explore alternatives to coercive practices such as raising your voice, punishment or threat of consequence. 
  Select and discuss ground rules with children, age appropriate instructions and logical consequences. Try quiet time. 
4. Hold realistic expectations. 
  Explore your own beliefs and assumptions about the causes of certain behaviours.  
5. Take care of yourself. 
  Think of your parenting role within the larger context of personal self-care. Consider how your parenting responsibilities, 
  skills and mindset impact your self-esteem.  
 

Last Day of Term 2 
Our last day of Term 2 is Friday 30th June.  Students will be dismissed at 2.30pm. 
School resumes on Monday,17th July. 
 
Kerry Griffin 
Principal 

$13.95 



  
 

 

Hot Dogs will be available for lunch! 

Please place completed order form in an  

envelope, with the correct money and return it to your  

child’s classroom by FRIDAY JUNE 23rd, 2017 

To help with ordering of hot dogs and rolls,  

PLEASE NOTE:  NO LATE ORDERS WILL BE ACCEPTED 

Include correct money, no change will be given, this will be greatly  

appreciated by all the fundraiser volunteers.   

Please ensure EVERY child has their own order form do not  

include all siblings on one order form, and send each order to their own childs 

classroom, not with a sibling.  Thankyou for your co-operation 

Please remember to send a snack, fruit and drink along with 

your child as usual. 

DO NOT PLACE ORDERS IN THE DROP BOX 

 
 
 
 
 

TERM 3 ACTIVITIES 
Excursions for Term 3 have now been loaded onto Compass. As per previous Newsletters, you are 
asked to ensure payments are made by the due date. Late payments will NOT be accepted. To make 
this easier for parents we have set the due dates to one week prior to the event.  

You can pay for all your students’ excursions now, or you can pay each excursion individually in the 
weeks prior to the excursion. Email reminders will be sent three weeks prior to each excursion, 
please ensure your email address is current and checked regularly as once the due date has passed, 
late  payments will NOT be accepted, no exceptions.  

 

 

If you require assistance using Compass please contact the office or pop in for a tutorial. 



2017 Important Dates 

Term 2 

Friday 23rd June Chocolate Money Due 

Monday 26th June Whole School Japanese Drumming 

Yr6 Camp Deposit Due 

Wednesday 28th June Year 5 Camp Final Payment Due 

Thursday 29th June Prep Swimming Payment Due 

Yr2 Como House Payment Due 

Friday 30th June Last Day Term 2—2:30pm Dismissal 

Term 3 

Thursday 20th July Yr3 Phillip Island Payment Due 

Friday 28th July BJC Trivia Night 

Thursday 10th August Yr4 Mornington Secondary    

College Payment Due 

Monday 28th August Yr1 Storytelling at Mornington 

Art Gallery Payment Due 

Friday 1st September Yr2 Melbourne Museum         

Payment Due 

 NB: These dates are accurate at the time of publishing but may change     

according to school needs. Changes to this list will be published in future  

newsletters.    

 

Second Hand Uniforms  

please contact Carolyn on 0402 909 560  

Freddo Chocolate Drive 
Cadbury Chocolates have been sent home with your eldest child as our most recent 

fundraiser. 

The family who sells the most boxes will have the chance to win a Gigantic           

Toblerone, 2 tickets to Bowling, 2 tickets to Laser Tag and 2 tickets to Inflatable 

World. 

Please return money or any unsold chocolates by Friday 23rd June. 

Extra boxes of chocolates are available from the school office. 

 

CAMPS, SPORTS &            

EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) 

This Fund commenced in 2015 and provides $125 for 

Primary School Students to attend camp, sports and  

excursions. Prep Students (in 2017) who are eligible for 

CSEF are also eligible for a uniform support.  CSEF      

applications are still open, please obtain a CSEF             

application form from the office or download from 

www.education.vic.gov.au.csef.  Payments are made 

directly to the school and are tied to the student.  This 

application must be filled out on a yearly basis.   

To be eligible for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of 

a student attending a primary school, can be an eligible   

beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions 

Act 2004, that is, be the holder of a Veterans Affairs Gold 

Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) 

or Pensioner Concession Card (PCC) holder OR be a   

temporary foster parent.  

FOR ALL YEAR 3—6 STUDENTS 

Due to Year 5 Camp and Snow Camp we have been given 

permission to reschedule the competition date for the    

Australian Mathematics Competition. 

Change of Date: 
Friday 4th August 
We currently have 76 students enrolled. 

The cost is $8 

Payment and permission slips need to be in by Wednesday 
28th June 2017. 

*There will be no exceptions to the date* 
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So much is happening in music at Benton Junior College at this time of the year. The excitement begins 
with the Mornington Community Music Camp which is now only a month away. It will take place during 
Week 1 of Term 3 Wednesday 19th to Friday 21st July at the Briars. This incredible initiative provides a 
fantastic opportunity for talented young musicians to have three days of intensive musical study in a 
camp setting. They will mix and work with children from neighbouring schools and have expert tutoring 
from professional instrumental teachers. It is a great experience which the children thoroughly enjoy 
and  remember. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Another important reminder that Production rehearsals are on in both the senior and junior music 
rooms. It is the responsibility of all cast members to look at the senior music room door every day for 
rehearsal times/locations. Cast members must attend these vital sessions. The Production is really     
taking shape and many people have put in an incredible amount of work. Show time is getting closer 
and closer. The dates for the Production are Tuesday the 15th and Thursday the 17th of August during 
Week 5 of Term 3. 
 

Members of the BJC rock band are once again reminded that we are in full rehearsals in preparation to 

play for the Production. Practice takes place in the senior music room during lunch break each   

Wednesday and Friday. Instruments and music must be brought to each session. The band is working 

very hard and have some amazing music to perform. 

 
 
Paul Seaman and Ant Richards 
Music teachers 



 

きもの・着物 

Kimono in class 
 

You may have spotted Mrs Jones out and about this term wearing her kimono. Many students recognized it quickly and 

recalled the Japanese word for it without too much trouble. The male equivalent are the はおりhaori top and the はかま

hakama pants. 

 

Kimonos (着物) are traditional Japanese style clothes. "Kimono" meant "something 
you wear" originally. Long ago, people in Japan wore kimonos every day. Now,    
people only wear a kimono for special occasions such as formal ceremonies. 

 

A kimono is a robe shaped like a "T". Normal kimonos reaches to the ankles, and 
have very long sleeves.  

 

Kimonos for women usually have a colorful design of flowers, butterflies, etc.       
People wear a wide belt called an obi with their kimono. Obi are also colorful. 

 

Women's kimonos are all the same size. They fold them and tuck them to make them the right size. People who are very 
tall or heavy have to have kimonos made for them. 

 

There are different types of formal and casual kimono. Kimonos are usually made of silk, but there are cotton and polyester 
kimonos as well. 

 

 

If you have a kimono at home, take a photo of yourself in it and send it in! 

jones.adele.r@edumail.vic.gov.au  

 

きれいな！Kireina/beautiful! 

 

  ジョーンズ先生               スミス先生         シーマン先生 

  Mrs Adele Jones           Mrs Thea Smith   Mr Paul Seaman  

 

mailto:jones.adele.r@edumail.vic.gov.au


Year Five Update  

Year 5 Writing Goals  

 

I can create texts that experiment with 
structures, ideas and stylistic features 
of selected authors. 

  

I can understand, interpret and           
experiment with sound devices and    
imagery, including simile, metaphor 
and personification in writing. 

 

There once was a dog at home, 

Who licked a very tasty bone 

He put it in his mouth 

And called it Ralph 

That very funny dog at home! 

Dragons 

Fire breathing, 

Scaly bodied 

Annoying Stalker 

Cold Blooded  

Mighty Giant 

Fear inducer 

Giannis 

Smart, happy, joyful and fun 

Jordan, Charlotte, Dexter, Mum and 

Dad 

Who feels happy winning NBA 2K17, 

sad when the Cavs lose or a game of 

footy 

Who needs basketball, footy and 

sleep 

Who gives love, respect and joy 

Who fears losing and death 

Who would like to see the NBA, LeB-

Lizey 

Smart, kind, respectful and caring 

Cousin of Zoe 

Lover of gymnastics, reading and maths 

Who feels happy at gymnastics, scared 

when she sees a spider, relaxed listening to 

music 

Who needs family, friends and laughter 

Who gives respect, commitment and en-

thusiasm 

Who fears spiders, snakes and mean kids 

Who would like to see Disney Land, Europe 

and Tasmania 

“The Fired Silhouette”  

As he trudged through the office, his heavy 

boxes weighing him down like a ball and chain; 

he looked out the window and saw drops of 

water sliding down the glass windows. 

Reaching the sliding doors, he stepped out into 

the deluge.  

Little did he know there was a door wide open 

waiting for him at the end of his journey. 

Dean 518 

In Year Five, our current Writing focus has been Poetry. Poetry is a form of writing where the author           

expresses their feeling and ideas. We have learned that poems don’t necessarily always have to rhyme and 

there are many different styles of poetry. Have a look at our writing samples below! Students will be          

participating in an elective as part of the year level Arts Extravaganza. Have a look at the following page at 

the electives that will be happening this year! 
Reece 

Quick, active, smart and cheeky 

Lover of sport, maths, science and food 

Brother of Jordan, son of Dayle and Linsy 

Who feels guilty when he’s done wrong, 

relieved when something’s over, happy the 

job is finished 

Who needs to get something done, to get 

out doing activity, to take iPad everywhere 

Who gives love, meals and health 

Who fears death, dark and spiders 

Who  would like to see water, the bed-

room and the kitchen 

Writing in Year 5!  



CROCHET 
We will be learning the skills 

to make granny squares, 

which will then create a rug. 

We will donate this to our   

chosen charity.  

MOSIACS  
Mosaics are a picture or pattern 

produced by arranging together 

small pieces of stone, tile, glass, 

etc. We will learn about the  

different mediums and you will 

then be able to create your own.   

PAPER CRAFT  

In paper craft we will learn the 

art of Origami.  We will use this 

new skill to create a living      

mobile to hang in the Year 5 

Pod. We will also make a picture 

DIGITAL ART 

We will be creating art 

pieces through the use of              

technology. Bring your 

iPad and your creative ide-

as!  

DANCE 

We will be exploring different 

dance styles for the first two  

sessions. Afterwards, you will be             

choreographing your own dance 

and then present this to your 

peers and teachers.  

DRAMA 

Drama is all about expressing   

ourselves through actions and 

words.  We will be focusing on      

theatre sports, games and role 

play scenarios.   

CENTRAL IDEA:  

We express our emotions 

and ideas through the Arts.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BJC SUPERHEROES Vs VILLAINS FANCY DRESS & TRIVIA NIGHT 

FRIDAY   28.07.2017  

TRIVIA PLACES ARE ON SALE AS OF TODAY MONDAY 19TH JUNE 

The 2017 Trivia Night is fast approaching 

250 places so hurry in and reserve yours super quick! 

$25 per person 

Please pay at the school office  

Or alternatively call 5973 9100 

The Fund Raising Team are delighted to announce we have some amazing goodies in store for you all on the night.  There 
will be live & silent auctions, raffles, games, door and spot prizes, goody bags, discount vouchers. 

We have something for everyone,  here's just a taster. 

A 67 litre brand new esky filled with alcohol and vouchers 

Art work created by the pupils of Benton Junior College 

Golf day, spa, hair & beauty products/vouchers/hampers 

 Weekend holiday accommodation, food & beverage vouchers/hampers 

cinema tickets, children's activity passes, clothing, it goes on and on........ 

Prizes for best dressed female, male and best decorated table  

The trivia winners of the night will receive a prize each worth $25 

Please remember to bring gold coins for games and raffles.  

EFTPOS is available for auction items.   

(If reserving a full table, max. 10 persons per table, a minimum of 2 places must be paid for at time of booking.  Any 
outstanding balances must be paid no later than Friday 21st July, thank you)  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The School Fund Raising Team have some very exciting news ! 
 The Little Shop Of Horrors have very kindly donated a $50.00 voucher for someone to win and use towards fancy dress for 

Trivia Night.   
 Raffle tickets are available to buy from the School Office Monday 19th June.   

$2 per ticket or 3 for $5  

Winning ticket shall be drawn on Friday 30th June.  

 If you're not a winner, still be sure to check out their store! 


