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Dear Parent / Guardian

We're excited to be heading into another wonderful year of learning and growth at Benton Junior College!
We would like to advise you of our voluntary financial contributions for 2026.

First, we want to sincerely thank you for the many ways you already support our school — through
contributions, volunteering, fundraising, or simply being part of our community. Your support makes an
incredible difference to what we can offer our students each and every day.

Schools provide students with free instruction to fulfil the standard curriculum requirements and we want to
assure you that all contributions are voluntary. Your contributions help us go beyond the basics. They allow
us to provide a broad range of subjects and special curriculum experiences, enhance digital learning
opportunities, develop our school grounds and play spaces, provide resources for extracurricular and
lunchtime activities, and deliver targeted intervention and enrichment programs.

This year, we're making the payment process easier and more convenient for families:
e Classroom books and consumables are to be purchased directly from Maxim Office Group and will
be delivered straight to your child’s classroom — ready for the first day of school!
e Specialist subjects, ICT, and other contributions can be made quickly and securely through the
Compass Payment Centre.
e You can add a few parent-supplied stationery items to your Maxim booklist order or provide them
yourself.

You'll find full details of contributions and payment opfions on the following pages, along with a QR code
and clear step-by-step instructions. If you'd like to learn more about how parent contributions work
across all Victorian government schools, please see the attached one-page overview from the
Department of Education’s Parent Payments Policy.

Thank you once again for being such an important part of our Benton community. Your ongoing
support helps us create the engaging, inclusive and high-quality learning environment our students
thrive in.

Kind Regards
W nisdhs )
Melissa Wisniewski Tessa Pizzey
Principal School Council President

To motivate to learn. To teach to think. To encourage to imagine. To show the compassion to care globally.


mailto:benton.jr.co@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.bentonjuniorcollege.com/

Parent Contributions - items and aclivities that students use, or participate in, to access the Amount
Curriculum.

Classroom consumables, materials & equipment $150.00
Please visit www.maximbooklists.com.au and use code BENTON to x I
purchase classroom consumables.

Use this QR Code to go straight to the Maxim site.

An instruction sheet is aftached.

Specialist consumables, materials & equipment, including but not limited to: $140.00
e Art-paint, crayons, canvas, glitter, coloured paper

STEM — equipment, programs and resources

Mathematics — numeracy equipment and resources

English — library books, reading novels, and resources

Sports — equipment and resources

LOTE - craft materials, books and stationery

e Performing Arts — musical instruments, costumes, music resources

ICT devices — provision of devices from the shared classroom sets $50.00
Total Curriculum Contributions $340.00
First aid equipment $10.00
School grounds and play spaces improvement $50.00
Total Other Contributions $400.00

Payment methods
Payment for Curriculum Contributions is through Maxim. QR Code above.
Payment for Specialist Contributions, ICT and Grounds Improvements is through Compass Payment Centre.

If you would like to pay any of these payments in instalments please contact the school office on 5973 2100
or via email Benton.jr.co@education.vic.gov.au

Financial Support for Families
Benton Junior College understands that some families may experience financial difficulty and offers a range
of support options, including:

o the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF)

o State Schools Relief (SSR)

e Payment plans for Extra-Curricular Ilfems and Activities
For a confidential discussion about accessing these services, or if you would like to discuss alternative payment
arrangements, contact Principal Melissa Weisnewiski or Business Manager Sarah Hillion 5973 9100 or via emaiil
at Benton.jr.co@education.vic.gov.au

Refunds

Parent requests for refunds are subject to the discretion of the school and made on a case-by-case basis.
Refunds will be provided where the school deems it is reasonable and fair to do so, taking into consideration
whether a cost has been incurred, the Department’s Parent Payments Policy and

Guidance, Financial Help for Families Policy, and any other relevant information.
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Parent Provided ltems 2026

Please ensure you child has these items with them on the first day of school, clearlylabelled. All items are
expected to be in good condition and replaced where necessary during the school year.

To make your life easier, you can now select these items as an optional exira on your booklist.

All items supplied in Curriculum Confributions

1 packet Crayons - *Crayola Twistable 1 packet coloured textas (12pkt)
2 Fineline 0.4 Black pens pencil case
1 Eraser 1 Scissors 140mm

1 packet coloured textas (12pkt) 1 packet Highlights (4pkt)
1 packet coloured pencils (12pkt) 1 Eraser
1 pencil case 1 scissors 140mm

pencil case

packet Highlights (4pkft)

Earphones or Headphones (suitable for iPad)
scissors 150mm

1 Fineliner 0.4 Black pen

1 packet coloured textas (12pki)
1 packet coloured pencils (12pki)
1 Eraser

_—

p—

pencil case
packet Highlights (4pkt)
Earphones or Headphones

1 packet coloured textas (12pki)
1 packet coloured pencils (12pki)
1 Eraser

1 scissors 150mm

—_

1 packet coloured textas (12pkt) 1 pencil case

1 packet coloured pencils (12pkt) 1packet Highlights (4pkt)

1 Eraser 1 Fineliner 0.4 Black pen

1 scissors 150mm 1 Earphones or Headphones

I packet coloured textas (12pkt) I pencil case

I packet coloured pencils (12pkt) I packet Highlights (4pkt)

| Eraser I Fineliner 0.4 Black pen

] scissors 150mm I Earphones or Headphones
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PARENT PAYMENTS POLICY

ONE PAGE OVERVIEW

e Schools provide students with free instruction and ensure students have free
access to all items, activities and services that are used by the school to fulfil
the requirements of the Curriculum. This includes the Victorian Curriculum F-
10, the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) including the VCE Vocational
Major and the Victorian Pathways Certificate.

e Schools may invite parents to make a financial contribution to support the
school.

PARENT PAYMENT REQUESTS

Schools can request contributions from parents under three categories:

Curriculum Other Extra-Curricular Items
Contributions Contributions and Activities
Voluntary financial Voluntary financial Items and activities that
contributions for contributions for non- enhance or broaden the
curriculum items and curriculum items and schooling experience of
activities which the activities that relate to students and are above

school deems necessary  the school’s functions and beyond what the
for students to learn the  and objectives. school provides for free
Curriculum. to deliver the

Curriculum. These are
provided on a user-pays
basis.

e Schools may also invite parents to supply or purchase educational items to use
and own (e.g. textbooks, stationery, digital devices).

FINANCIAL HELP FOR FAMILIES
e Schools put in place financial hardship arrangements to support families who
cannot pay for items or activities so that their child doesn’t miss out.
~ e Schools have a nominated parent payment contact person(s) that parents can
have a confidential discussion with regarding financial hardship arrangements.

SCHOOL PROCESSES

/) == e Schools must obtain school council approval for their parent payment
= arrangements and publish all requests and communications for each year level
on their school website for transparency.
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