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School Council Election 2016 - Information for Parents 
 
What is a school council and what does it do? 
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are giv-
en powers to set the key directions of a school within statewide guidelines. In doing this, a school council 
is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students. 
 
Who is on the school council? 
For most school councils, there are three possible categories of membership: 
 A mandated elected Parent category - more than one-third of the total members must be from this 

category. Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent members at their 
child's school as long as they are not engaged in work at the school. 

 A mandated elected DET employee category - members of this category may make up no more than 
one-third of the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one 
of these members. 

 An optional Community member category - members are coopted by a decision of the council be-
cause of their special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be Commu-
nity members. 

Generally, the term of office for all members is two years.  
 
Why is Parent membership so important? 
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help shape the 
direction of the school. 
Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying in itself and may 
also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging. 
 
How can you become involved? 
The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, ballots 
are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant. 
In view of this, you might seriously consider 
 standing for election as a member of the school council 
 encouraging another person to stand for election. 
 
Do I need special experience to be on school council? 
No. What you do need is an interest in your child's school and the desire to work in partnership with oth-
ers to help shape the school's future. 



What do you need to do to stand for election? 
The principal will issue a Notice of Election and Call for Nominations following the commencement of 
Term 1 each year. All school council elections must be completed by the end of March unless the usual 
time line has been varied by the Minister. 
If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you 
can nominate yourself in the Parent category. 
DET employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not engaged in work are eligible to 
nominate for parent membership of the school council at that school. 
Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the Notice of 
Election. You will receive a Nomination Form Receipt in the mail following the receipt of your completed 
nomination. 
Generally, if there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be 
conducted during the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed. 
 
Remember 
 Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do 
 Consider standing for election to council this year    
 Be sure to vote in the elections. 
 
Contact the principal for further information. 
All nomination forms are in the office. If you are unable to make it in during the school day please contact 
the office and we will mail one out to you.   
Nominations close on Friday 26th February and a ballot will be organised if required. 
 
Year 6 Leaders Badge Ceremony 
It was wonderful to see all our Year 6 leaders receive their badges from the Mayor Cr Graham Pittock.  
Once again our students showed how wonderful and articulate they are.   
 
Congratulation to Sophie S  
Representing our school Sophie came first in the Arthur’s Seat Hill Climb doing it in 13 minutes and 15 sec-
onds which was a personal best.  This event was part of the Victorian School Cycling.  Well Done Sophie, 
we are all very proud of you. 
 

Curriculum Days 
We have our second curriculum day for 2016 on Friday, 11th March.  This will be a pupil free day.  The 
teachers have a presenter from Western Australian University on Friendly Schools.  This is social skill pro-
gram that we facilitate from Prep to Year 6.  Teachers will have the opportunity to hear about the re-
search behind the program and have any of their questions answered.  Also on Thursday, 14th April which 
is the first Thursday back in second term we have our 3rd curriculum day.  This is a combined curriculum 
day with 5 other schools which makes the choosing of dates very difficult.  Our final curriculum day is in 
fourth term Monday, 31st October (the day before Melbourne Cup Day). 
 
School Hats 
We are now able to offer our families the opportunity to purchase our school hats from the office.   They 
are $10.50. 
 
Fundraising 
We are looking for some very motivated parents/guardians that would love to join our Fundraising com-
mittee.  If you have some great ideas and would like to join this great team please contact the office and 
leave your name so we can contact you for our first meeting. 
 
Kerry Griffin 
Principal 



CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS 
 
As we start off the school year, one of the most important things to do is to set positive expectations 
about the learning process. As parents and as teachers, we understand that learning is a life long journey. 
To communicate this to our students, we want to create a learning environment that encourages: 
 persistence 
 Effort 
 risk-taking 
 
Together with the PYP Learner Profile, these attributes make a difference in our students approach to 
school. Rather than focussing on how many correct answers and speed of response, we want students to 
understand it is important to challenge our brains, to stick with a problem/task and not give up and that 
mistakes are valuable evidence of learning. The key is to help students build confidence in trying, so 
they’re less concerned about negative consequences of making mistakes.  
 

 
 
At Benton Junior College, students are encouraged to have a ‘growth mindset’. This means that we talk 
about their brains growing and developing. Our brains can always learn more, continue to grow and be 
stretched. We want them to know that their abilities and talents, just like yours, are evolving over time 
not fixed. With effort and persistence, we can make our brain stronger and smarter! 
 
Another essential part of the learning process is challenge and struggle. Sometimes the BJC students will 
describe being in the ‘Zone of Confusion’ when tackling something that is new, unfamiliar or particularly 
challenging. As one student told me the other day, “Being in the ‘Zone of Confusion’ is a good thing be-
cause it means I’m learning something new!” I’m sure we can all think of a time when we’ve been in the 
‘Zone of Confusion’. Here at BJC, we see it as a positive place to be J 
 

Learning is about the journey, not the destination. 
 

Together, we will encourage BJC students to: 
 see learning as an opportunity for growth 
 have high expectations of themselves  
 put in their best effort, make their brains work hard 
 face their challenges – to persist and not give up 
 celebrate their learning successes 
 
Nadia Walker 
Assistant Principal 



Primary Years Program   
Our first unit of inquiry, across all year levels, has the central idea, ‘Children (people) 
learn in different ways’.  The unit will be under the transdisciplinary theme ‘How we 
organise ourselves’ which involves an inquiry into the interconnectedness of human 
made systems and communities and the structure and function of organizations.  
This is a great way to start the year as classes will discuss  
 How they will work together 
 Class essential agreement  
 What makes a good teacher/student/classroom 
 Expectations for the year 
 Personal/class gaols 
 General school expectations in relation to uniform, playground, homework, hats etc 
 The PYP attitudes and Learner Profile 
 The transdisciplinay skills 
 Units of inquiry that will occur over the year 
The classes will use concepts form, function and responsibility to inquire especially personal responsibility 
in creating an environment where everyone has the optimum opportunity to learn.  
In the upcoming newsletters, different year levels will feature their current unit of inquiry. Some amazing 
inquiry and action is being explored and investigated by our students and we want our school community 
to be aware of the work that is happening in the classrooms.  
Lyn Foster 
Assistant Principal 
 
Music 
Music has started with a bang at Benton Junior College in 2016 with all Year levels displaying great enthu-
siasm and dedication and working well. The Prep, Year 1 and Year 2 children have been learning the Aus-
tralian National Anthem and have impressed us with both their singing and their knowledge of what the 
lyrics mean.  
A regular feature of the music program for Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 children is the Artist of the Week. This is 
where the children have the opportunity to see and hear the music of an important and influential artist 
as part of their lesson. So far this year we have discussed the work of artists including The Eagles, David 
Bowie and Fleetwood Mac and the children have responded positively and thoughtfully to what they have 
heard. 
A reminder that ensemble band rehearsals are on Mondays and Wednesdays at lunch break in the junior 
music room with Mr Seaman. The ensemble band is a major commitment and all members are expected 
to attend each rehearsal unless otherwise advised. The early rehearsals have been very promising and it is 
great to see so many new, talented musicians joining our more experienced members from previous 
years. Mrs Catford has our Senior Choir rehearsing and we cannot wait to hear from them in the near fu-
ture.  
Paul Seaman and Ant Richards, Music teachers. 
 

Arty News: 
We have had a terrific start to the new school year. Welcome to the new Preps, they are beginning to find 
their way around the art room and have been very enthusiastic about attending. The students in years one 
to six spent the first couple of lessons decorating and colouring ‘Hot Air Balloons’ to create a collective 
poster display for the school office. The year two students are creating paper mach`e fish from recycled 
plastic bottles. Could you remind them to bring in a washed plastic bottle on their art day please.  
Michele and Emma.  ‘The World Needs Art’.. 
 
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 
Please submit your application  to ensure you receive $125 per student towards camps, sports, and excur-
sions. More information and eligibility details are on Page 8 of this Newsletter.  



Physical Education 

Recently, Sophie S one of talented Year 6 girls repre-
sented Benton Junior College in the Victorian School 
Cycling at Arthur's Seat.  
Sophie finished in 1st place in the Arthur's Seat Hill 
Climb. She had a great race and had a personal best 
time of 13.50. She raced extremely hard against 6 other 
junior females finishing with the fastest time, including 
2 competitors that are in a higher grade. She received a 
1st place medal and a series leaders jersey.  
We are extremely proud of her and all her hard work 
and dedication training for this race.  
Sophie was also lucky enough to have her photo taken 
with Chris Froome the winner of Sunday’s Herald Sun 
Arthur’s Seat round and Tour de France winner. 

 

 

 

Tiqbiz 

Don’t forget to tick your 2016 Class in Tiqbiz, as well as 
the Whole School box. 

2016 STAFF CURRICULUM DAYS 
Friday 11 March Thursday 14 April 

Monday 31 October 
NOTE: Students do not attend on these dates. 

 

2016 Important dates Term 1 

22—23 

February 

Water Safety @ Mornington Life     
Saving Club – Year 6 

23 February Prep Parent Information @9.15am 

24 February No School – Prep students 

Prep Parent Information @6.30pm 

24—25       
February 

Water Safety @ Mornington Life     
Saving Club – Year  

26 February Water Safety @ Mornington Life     
Saving Club – Year 4  

26 February Year 6 Incursion 

Reach Rookys Program #1 

26 February Fundraising Meeting @9.00am in the 
Staffroom 

29 February Prep students start full-time 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

1 March Prep Parent Information @9.15am 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

2 March Year 5 Excursion Main Street Market 

2 March Prep Parent Information @6.30pm 

3 March eSmart PD for parents 

4 March 

  

Ride to School Day 

District Swimming Carnival - Selected 
students (Years 4,5,6) 

8 March Prep – 2 Family Maths Night @5pm 

11 March SCHOOL CLOSED                            
Staff Professional Learning 

14 March Public Holiday     LABOUR DAY                   

 

15 March Year 2 Excursion 

Melbourne Aquarium 

17 March Year 5 Annual Afternoon Market  

22-23 March Parent-Teacher Interviews 

23 March Whole School Incursion 

Hercules (Alpha Production) 

24 March Last day of Term 1 
Assembly @9.15am 
School finishes @ 2.30pm 

 NB: These dates are accurate at the time of publishing but 

may change according to school needs. Changes to this list 

will be published in future newsletters.  



Japanese at Benton 

こんにちは。Konnichiwa! 

Let me introduce myself to you… 

 

はじめまして。 

Nice to meet you. 

私の名前はジョーンズ先生です。     

My name is Mrs Jones. 

今年ベントン中学校の日本語の先生になりました。 

This year I became the Japanese teacher at Benton Junior College. 

前にベントンに一年生と五年生と六年生をおしえました。 

Previously at Benton, I have taught Year 1, Year 5 and Year 6. 

二人に家族です。 

I have 2 people in my family. 

しゅみはサイクリングです。 

My hobby is cycling. (I am also the Ride 2 School co-ordinator at 
Benton!) 

読書が好きです。 

I like to read. 

好きな食べ物は果物です。 

My favourite food is fruit. 

どうぞよろしく。 

Pleased to meet you. 

 

This is the self-introduction I presented to each class in our first week of learning Japanese together. This 
term, the students will learn their own self-introduction. Hopefully they have already begun practising it 
with you at home!  

 

So far we have learnt: 

はじめまして。   Hajime mashite.    Nice to meet you. 

わたし・ぼくは＿＿＿＿＿です。    

Watashi / Boku wa      name    desu.   My name is _______. 

＿＿さいです。  ___ sai desu.      I am ___ years old. 

 

It has been very exciting to hear the schoolyard abuzz with Japanese words and students greeting one an-
other. We have been learning the language while playing games to help us utilise the language as much as 
possible. Myself, along with the other Japanese teachers, Mrs Thea Smith and Mrs Vanessa Wickes are 
looking forward to a language-rich year ahead.  

 



National Ride 2 School Day is happening on Friday 4th March! This year we are celebrating by holding a 
helmet decorating competition, with Jones Cycles drink bottles to be won! 

 Before the day, decorate your helmet at home. If you don't have a helmet, decorate a non-school hat 
or make a bonnet. 

 Students can come actively to school: walk, ride, skate or scoot. Come to school via your normal ac-
tive route or meet at the beginning of an ACTIVE path at approximately 8:20am. Teachers will be 
there to help supervise the masses and parents are encouraged to be active too! 

 Extra bike/scooter parking will be available on the basketball court behind the gym. 

 Enjoy fruit platters in the morning ATAs will deliver to your classroom at 9am. If there are any parent 
helpers available to assist with picking up the fruit the day before or to help cut up the fruit at 8am, it 
would be much appreciated! Please contact Benton’s Ride 2 School co-ordinator, Adele 
Jones: jones.adele.r@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 Hands up count – teachers fill in slip first thing in 
the morning 

 Helmet decorating winners – decorate your helmet 
at home, bring it in on the day. If you don't have a 
helmet, decorate a non-school hat or make a bon-
net. Classes will vote for their favourite, year levels 
will decide on an overall year level winner. The 
lucky winners will receive a Jones Cycles drink 
bottle! 

 Announcement at end of day: we will announce 
the total number of active Benton kids and the 
most active class. Certificates and the trophy will be 
presented. 

FUNDRAISING NEWS 2016 
Last year our school community raised $41 000! Wow! What a fantastic effort. Some of this money went 
in purchasing air conditioners in all the classrooms that didn’t have one making the classrooms more com-
fortable for our students. It also went to buy interactive TVs for classrooms, Mathletics licence for the 
school and Year 6 graduation.  
This year Sam Newman will be leading our fundraising team. She cannot do this by herself. Next Friday 
(26th February) at 9.00am in the staffroom, there will be our first Fundraising meeting for the year. Class 
co-ordinators and any other interested people are welcome to attend and put forward ideas. We would 
love to see new parents as well. Morning tea will be available and babies/toddlers are welcome.  
Thanks for your continued support.  Sam can be contacted 0402 134 619.  

HOT CROSS BUNS and EASTER RAFFLE 
Yummy hot cross buns will be our first fundraiser. More information will follow next week.  
 

We will also be holding our annual Easter raffle which will be 
drawn at the last assembly on Thursday 24th March.   

Any donations of Easter eggs, fluffy bunnies or 

other Easter novelties will be greatly appreciated. 

Please bring all donations to the Office. 

mailto:jones.adele.r@edumail.vic.gov.au


Forms available from the school office, applications close 29th February, 2016. 

Camps, Sports and Excursions FundCamps, Sports and Excursions Fund——Apply now!Apply now!  



Reminder – ACTIVEpaths are ready to be utilised! 

Benton was extremely lucky to be awarded ACTIVEpaths, which we launched in October last 
year. The ACTIVEpaths initiative is about making it easier for students that want to ride walk, scoot or 
skate to school. The paths are designed to make the journey as clear, popular and fun as possible. They 
provide the school community with a network of routes that allow all students to actively travel at least 
part of the way on their journey to school.  

  

We have 3 ACTIVEpaths coming into Benton (see map attached). The blue dog park path, the green skate 
park path and the pink Benton’s Square path. Please have a chat with your child(ren) about which path is 
closest to your family and encourage them to use it!  

  

Remember, Part way is OK - if you live too far away from school, you can drop your child(ren) at the be-
ginning of an ACTIVEpath, at a friend’s house or even a few blocks away on your way to work. This counts 
as an active travel tally mark. 

For further information or any questions, please contact Adele Jones, Japanese teacher and Ride 2 School co-ordinator 



 

Is your Lollipop person the sweetest? 
 

Nominate your Lollipop person for the 2015/2016 School Crossing Supervisor of the year award. 

To acknowledge the contribution and spirit of the work undertaken by school crossing supervisors through-
out Victoria an award will be given to a selected school crossing supervisor for their commitment and dedi-

cation to the supervision of school crossings.  

Pick up a nomination form online at www.schoolcrossingsvictoria.com.au. 

Your support of this program will help ensure your School Crossing Supervisors are 
shown the appreciation they deserve for their commitment to the ongoing safety of 

our children. 

http://www.schoolcrossingsvictoria.com.au/

